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Research objectives: To find out both the principle of succession to the throne in the 
Golden Horde after the extinction of Batuid family – the ruling dynasty line of the Jochids 
– and the reasons for the rise of the Tuqai-Timurids. 

Research materials: In his analysis, the author is based on the genealogical sources 
and compares them with the Arab-Persian historical works and chronicles. 

Results and novelty of the research: After the death of Berdibek, the principle of 
succession in the Golden Horde was disrupted since the Batuid family ceased to exist. The 
remaining Jochid families had to decide whose line will have had the right to sovereignty. 
The Time of Troubles of the 1360–70s ended with a Tuqai-Timurid Tokhtamysh’s victory. 
Replacement of the Batuids by the Tuqai-Timurids was in effect only during the reign of 
khan Tokhtamysh and therefore it can not be regarded as definitive and generally accepted 
solution to the problem. In addition to the Tuqai-Timurids, also representatives of the 
Shibanids will have become khans in the Turko-Tatar yurts in the future. It was precisely 
the process of disintegration of the Golden Horde and the unsolved problem of succession 
that led to the fact that hereinafter “any” Jochid could lay claim to the throne in post-
Golden Horde yurts. 
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We can often find the statement in the academic literature that allegedly all the 

Chinggisids had a right to the throne. Somebody can justify this assertion quoting 
the statement pronounced by Chinggis Khan himself in the family council after 
Ögedei had asked a question regarding the future descendants and heirs. According 
to the “Secret History”, Chinggis Khan replied that someone would always found 
among his descendants, who would be able to run the country: “Can it be true that 
no suitable heir to be born among my descendants?” [12, p. 138]. However, 
although Chinggis Khan had also other sons from other wives and concubines 
(whose number amounted to as much as 400), already during his lifetime only sons 
from Borte, his first wife, became “khans” [10, p. 106а; 11, p. 677]. In addition, 
Chinggis Khan appointed Ögedei his only heir on the family council: Jochi and 
Chagatai should have served Ögedei [12, p. 137]. Neither all the sons of Chinggis 
Khan’s firstborns could for the future occupy the throne in their uluses. As it is 
known, from fifteen Jochi’s sons [8, p. 60] only the descendants of Batu became 
khans. Perhaps, if Berke had children, his descendants would have become the 
ruling dynasty. But even in this case, other Jochids would not have been able to 
claim the throne. In turn, by the middle of the 14th century the only Jochids who 
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possessed political power were the descendants of the Jochi’s sons Shiban and 
Tuqai-Timur. It is quite possible that there were also descendants of other Jochids 
since it is unlikely that among the numerous sons of Jochi only Shiban and Tuqai-
Timur had offspring. However, they were not able to lay claim to the throne, and 
perhaps they did not have the right to do so. The winner must always be one. 
Representative of the Jochi younger son’s, Tuqai-Timur’s family, khan 
Tokhtamysh could ascend after both Batu family’s extinction and the political 
turmoil that followed that, where enthronement of Khan, which would be 
recognized by all, became a major issue of political struggle. 

Tuqai-Timurids’ ascension’s issue remains complex and related to Uzbek 
Khan’s reform of succession principle in the Golden Horde, when Uzbek attempted 
to transform the generic inheritance of the supreme power in the dynastic one [7]. 
This question was also related to political turmoil that plagued the Jochid ulus in 
the 1360–70s, when the Tatar elite faced a difficult choice whether to return to the 
generic principle of succession or continue to adhere to the tradition of dynastic 
succession introduced by Uzbek Khan. For this it was necessary that all the Jochids 
would have recognized the right of one among their lines to a supreme power: to 
replace the Batuids with the Tuqai-Timurids or the Shibanids. It is also possible 
that the right of other lines was taken up for consideration. Despite the fact that 
their presence raises doubts, according to indirect data and some historical 
writings, descendants of Orda Ichen and, possibly, descendants of Jochi’s son 
Tangut might have been among the contenders for power [9, p. 209]. 

However, since a natural succession by the Batuids was disrupted with both 
Batuid family’s extinction after Berdibek’s death and the recognition of this fact by 
other Jochids, the remained Jochids faced a question: whose line will be eligible for 
the supreme power? In spite of the rise to power of some “youths” from the 
Batuids after Berdibek’s death, during the first two years, the political elite did not 
realize these questions completely. That is, the country was not ruled by the 
Jochids but by emirs. Only the rulers of the left wing were the exception. Khyzyr 
Khan from the Shibanids, the Ordaids or the Tuqai-Timurids was the last khan of 
the united Golden Horde, who was recognized by all the emirs [5, p. 37; 14, p. 
130]. In turn, the Jochid ulus was divided into two parts after the murder in 1362 of 
Kildibek Khan [6, p. 35]. That is, the intensity of the struggle for power reached its 
peak and, at least, the strong Jochid families reclaimed their rights to the throne. 
After the Kildibek’s death, the need to replace the Batuids, who had already ceased 
to exist, by another Jochid family became obvious to all. From that time many 
Jochids became “legitimate” contenders to the throne, as the rulers of the left wing 
and Ak Horde and Saray emirs were unable to confirm the right to the throne for a 
specific Jochid. After Khyzyr Khan’s death, everybody joined the struggle for 
succession: both the influential head of the clans and the descendants of Jochi. In 
order to secure the Golden Horde throne for one of the Jochid families, one of these 
families now had to emerge victorious from this struggle. 

During the turmoil that followed the death of Berdibek, representatives of the 
Tuqai-Timurids certainly were among the contenders for power [14, p. 61]1. Emirs 
                                                      

1 A.Gaev’s assertion supported by V. Kostyukov, that the khans of Mamai Horde were 
from the Tuqai-Timurids (as well as the assertion that Ordu-Melik was a Tuqai-Timurid), re-
quires a serious analysis of their arguments [3; 4]. In my opinion, these claims can not be ac-
cepted as a proven yet and needs further study. 
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of Ak Horde nominated the “youths” from the Batuid line who certainly had some 
kinship with the Batuids (perhaps through the female line), but their legitimacy was 
still in question. Also the Shibanids and the Tuqai-Timurids advanced their claims 
to the throne. In addition, representatives of these families were the ulusbeks. 
Moreover, these two families supported each other. For example, it became evident 
at the time of a Tuqai-Timurid Toktamysh’s rise, who was actively supported by 
the Shibanids. 

Why it were the Tuqai-Timurids who ascended? We believe that it is possible 
to put forward a few suggestions. Undoubtedly, the Tuqai-Timurids were 
influential and had their own ulus and family connections with the leading clans: 
the Kungrats, the Shirins, the Kypchaks, etc. Perhaps, the Tuqai-Timurids came to 
the defense of greatness and unity of the Golden Horde during the political turmoil 
of the 14th century following the death of Berdibek, because in addition to their 
native ulus they represented a kind of support of the ruling family – the house of 
Batu – may be, on the rights of the descendants of Jochi’s youngest son. As is 
known, Jochi had many wives and concubines. Tuqai-Timur was the youngest 
among his brothers or was considered as such according to his mother’s rank. For 
example, although Ögedei became the Mongol Empire’s Kaghan after Chinggis 
Khan, however Tolui as the youngest son of Chinggis Khan, was the keeper of the 
Chinggisid family hearth. When Ögedei was declared the Chinggis Khan’s heir and 
his older brothers Jochi and Chagatai should have “serve” him while remaining the 
rulers of their own uluses, then their younger brother Tolui said that “I will dwell 
near that of an older brother indicated by our father-Emperor. I will remind him 
that he will have forgotten. I will wake him if he would sleep for a long time. I will 
be his echo. I will be a whip for his red horse. I will not delay to obey him and will 
not violate the order” [12, p. 137–138]. That is, functions of the youngest son were 
identified in the family council in accordance with the Turko-Mongol customs: 
youngest son always remained in his father’s house and became the custodian of a 
family. In turn, when the “youngest son’s” functions were applied to the entire 
state, then he became the custodian of order, tradition and dynasty. If we assume 
the existence of such functions in the “family of Jochi” as well, then it may explain 
why the Shibanids provided full support to the Tuqai-Timurids, although, at first 
glance, the Shibanids enjoyed a superior position according to their hierarchical 
status within the Jochid dynasty. In our opinion, the Tuqai-Timurids were the 
keepers of the “Jochi’s hearth” and therefore they should not be considered as mere 
ulusbeks, as were, on the contrary, both the early Ordaids and Shibanids as well as 
the other Jochids. Of course, they also had their own ancestral ulus located close 
enough to Saray. Undoubtedly, their relations with Saray were not only close but 
embodied with something outstanding and indicating their special position in 
relation to the whole house of Jochi. 

Judging by the fact that Tokhtamysh sought to restore the unity of the Golden 
Horde of Uzbek Khan’s times and he succeeded in this, it becomes clear that also 
in the dynastic issue, he and his entourage sought to assert the right to the throne of 
one of the Jochid families. Perhaps, by doing this, he pointed out that the Tuqai-
Timurids were the “keepers of the Jochid family (or the state)”. That is, they set 
about to establish the order in the state. In this way they strengthened their position 
compared with the other Jochids. 
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The accession to power and, most importantly, securing of the throne for one 
of the Jochid families for many years became possible only thanks to the constant 
support of the clans. Only those of the Jochid families who had in their service 
strong and functioning els-clans, would have been able to assert their authority 
throughout the territory of the state. The fact that the Tuqai-Timurids were able to 
affirm their els throughout the state, explains their success and victory over the rest 
of the Jochids. 

While reinforcing their influence, the Tuqai-Timurids also strengthened their 
els in every possible way. The Kiyats and the Kungrats, the main operating clans 
before and during the turmoil, left the political scene, and new clans – the Shirins, 
the Argyns, the Kypchaks, and the Baryns – took their place thanks to Tokhtamysh. 
The Mangyts already became, essentially, a tribal union, as they remained among 
the nomads. In turn, the Kungrats and the Kiyats were completely exhausted during 
the turmoil and war with Aksak Timur. Of course, they remained present, but in 
order to be at the top of the political elite, several preconditions are required. After 
all, in the very days of Chinggis Khan, these clans were given the right to marry the 
representatives of the Golden Family. In our opinion, there were several reasons for 
their weakening. 

Firstly, there were no strong representatives of these clans among the winners 
– supporters of a Tuqai-Timurid Tokhtamysh (this applied particularly to the 
Kiyats), since many of them were killed in internecine collisions during the 
political turmoil and, particularly, during the decade-long war with Timur (the 
latter applied especially to the Kungrats). 

Secondly, new contenders for power were in need of permanent servicemen 
and khans, therefore, surrounded themselves with members of other clans who 
received immense allotments of land and immune rights in exchange for the service 
of khan. Before Tokhtamysh, the Golden Horde khans bestowed tarkhan privileges 
mainly on the clergy. But after liquidation of kurultais in the reign of Uzbek Khan 
and establishment of khan’s hereditary power, a ruler was in need of more and 
more people who would have dedicated themselves to the service of the head of 
state receiving for exchange land in fief and a variety of immune rights. According 
to G. Fedorov-Davydov, before Toktamysh, tarkhan grants were not very common 
throughout the state [16, p. 125]. 

The pace of political change was enormous and former elite clans deprived of 
their leaders, were unable to reproduce new powerful and, most importantly, 
capable personalities. Although the clan structure depends on the individuals, 
however, in order that direct clan leaders were influential and successful, el must 
be strong and be ruled by several strong personalities – by brothers and cousins of 
the clan leader, etc. That is, the clan must not only be ready to serve the Khan, but 
also be large enough. 

Given the fact that the clans formed the army, it becomes clear that in order to 
comply with the above requirements, there was need of sufficiently strong 
functioning clan system. 

The Tuqai-Timurids came to power relying on their els. In turn, at first the 
Kungrats greatly supported Tokhtamysh2 both in the 1370s during his struggle for 
                                                      

2 “Anonymous of Iskander” and Muhammad Ghaffari report that Kui-Kichik (according to 
“Anonymous of Iskander” – Kutan-Kunchek) from Kungrat tribe was Tokhtamysh’s mother [14, 
p. 132, 211]. Undoubtedly, such a kinship was very helpful for Tokhtamysh. 
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the throne against the other contenders as well as in time of war with Timur, where 
they lost the bulk of their clan. For their part, after Mamai’s death, the Kiyats took 
no action against Tokhtamysh either independently, or at the time of Bek-Bulat’s 
rebellion, nor during Tokhtamysh’s struggle with Edigu. Their clan was captured 
by Timur and destroyed [14, p. 115], whereupon they were not able to revive. For 
example, in the late Golden Horde and the Tatar khanates they were not already 
represented in divan. 

In turn, in the late Golden Horde Tatar khanates new els-clans – the Shirins, 
the Argyns, the Kypchaks, and the Baryns – took the lead of the former Golden 
Horde Karachi-beys’ system3. The western part of the Golden Horde was more 
urbanized and was based on the rich previous Turkic foundation in the Volga 
region. As a result, it became an area of the active formation of the new nation of 
medieval Tatars. Exactly this part was able to preserve the cultural and political 
tradition of the Golden Horde. 

We believe that Tokhtamysh’s ideology – ideology of the unity and greatness 
of the country as well as purely dynastic and governmental one – last but not least, 
contributed to his victory. However, further Tokhtamysh was forced to rely 
primarily on his ancestral ulus system. Tuqai-Timurid ulus was not extensive and 
strong. However, Tokhtamysh would not have been able to find active supporters 
without relying on his ancestral ulus system. As is known, ulusbek relies on his els. 
Tokhtamysh likewise relied on his els, but throughout the entire state. If previously 
the Batuids relied on the Kiyats and the Kungrats, then Tuqai-Timurids relied on 
the els of their ancestral ulus. 

Uzbek Khan introduced a new principle of succession of power from father to 
son. Uzbek’s reform was aimed at strengthening the central government. However, 
this system could function successfully only if the ruling dynasty had a direct 
descendant in the male line. The crisis, in turn, arose after the death of khan 
Berdibek. Theoretically, other Jochid families could replace the reigning one if 
necessary. In practice, however, the usual enthronement even in the capital Saray 
could not cease the turmoil due to the emergence of more and more candidates. 
Political instability in the Jochid ulus of the 1360–70s was caused by internal 
dynastic struggle for the right to the throne. 

Undoubtedly, already in the early period of the Jochid ulus many lines of the 
Jochid dynasty lost the right to the throne. This, of course, was in compliance with the 
norms of Turko-Mongol law. The Ordaid (?), Tuqai-Timurid and Shibanid families 
that strengthened during the turmoil ruled their uluses and had at their disposal the 
human and financial resources, which enabled them to fight for power. Tokhtamysh’s 
relations with the Kungrat clan and influential emirs of Saray, Khwarezm and Kok 
Horde as well as support of the Shibanids and the skillful use of the capacity of his 
own ancestral els ensured Tokhtamysh’s victory over the other contenders. 

                                                      
3 Generally, in various Tatar khanates Karachi-beys represented several clans, such as: the 

Shirins, the Baryns, the Argyns, the Kypchaks, the Mangyts, the Jalayrs, the Mansurs, the 
Sejiuts, etc. [1, p. 209; 2, p. 411–420; 17, p. 674–675; 18, p. 45]. Most of these els belonged to 
the original Tuqai-Timurid ulus or they were the Tokhtamysh’s supporters. Ötemish Hajji says 
in his “Chinggis-name” that “since the time of the ancestors, the Shirins, the Baryns, the Argyns, 
and the Kipchaks were the old Oglan Tokhtamysh’s els”, and when Tokhtamysh began “raiding 
the el” of Urus Khan, “bayards and dashing fellows from these els joined him as nökers and 
began to support him” [15, p. 115]. 
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After defeat from Aksak Timur, the Tuqai-Timurids who seemingly approved 
their right to the throne, were unable to retain the throne of Jochi. All of 
Tokhtamysh’s sons were killed. Both the Shibanids and many Tuqai-Timurids 
began to contest the power. As a result, while not being able to unite under their 
command the entire Jochid ulus, these clans began to establish themselves as 
independent rulers creating thereby new states. 
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ПРЕСТОЛОНАСЛЕДИЕ В ЗОЛОТОЙ ОРДЕ: 
ЗАМЕНА БАТУИДОВ НА ТУКАЙТИМУРИДОВ 

 
И.М. Миргалеев 

Институт истории им. Ш. Марджани АН РТ 
Казань, Российская Федерация 

dilnur1976@mail.ru 
 

Цель: выяснить принцип престолонаследия в Золотой Орде после прекращения 
рода Батуидов, правящей линии династии Джучидов, и причины возвышения Тукай-
тимуридов. 

Материалы исследования: в своем анализе автор основывается на генеалогиче-
ских источниках в сопоставлении с арабо-персидскими историческими сочинениями 
и хрониками. 

Результаты и научная новизна: после гибели Бердибека принцип престолонас-
ледия в Золотой Орде был нарушен, так как род Батуидов прекратил свое существо-
вание. Остальным Джучидским родам было необходимо решить: чья линия будет 
иметь право на верховную власть? Смута 60–70-х годов XIV века закончилась побе-
дой Тукайтимурида Токтамыша. Замена Батуидов на Тукайтимуридов функциониро-
вала только во время правления Токтамыш-хана и поэтому не может рассматриваться 
как вопрос решенный и общепринятый. В будущем ханами в тюрко-татарских юртах 
кроме Тукайтимуридов становились и представители Шибанидов. Именно процесс 
распада Золотой Орды и нерешенность престолонаследия привели к тому, что в 
дальнейшем «любой» Джучид мог претендовать на трон в постзолотоордынских 
юртах. 
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