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ABSTRACT

In present investigation common ecological observations predatory
fishes has been studied from Limboti Dam during the year June
2016 to May 2017. The Limboti Dam is one of the most important
from Loha Taluka in Nanded District
Maharashtra. It belongs to Aurangabad Division. The water of the

aquatic resources
dam drinking is supplied to the three Taluka Namely Kandhar,
Loha and Ahmadpur. The water of dam is used irrigation, fish
culture and drinking purposes.

Keywords: Limboti Dam, Mastacembelus armatus, wallago attu,
Notopterus Chitala.

INTRODUCTION

The Limboti Dam is a large reservoir having full water spread area
during rainy season. The Nanded District is one of the important
District of Maharashtra State for the fish production and natural
water resource. There is wide scope for the further development in
the fisheries sector 6000 hector field comes under irrigation of this
dam. The under capacity of this dam is 3.5 T.M. The scientific data
on the ecological study of predatory fishes are scanty hence present
work carried out. Chandanshive ef al. [1], Day [2], Jhingran [3],
Kamble [4], Kanwate and Kulkarni [5], Soni and Shrivastav [6],
Sreenivassan [7], Pawar [8- 14].

METHODOLOGY

The Limboti Dam was selected for the study of predatory fishes.
The fishes were collected from different sites of Limboti Dam with
the help of local fisherman and preserved in 4% formalin for
identification. The standard identification key were used for
identification specimen upto species level. Day [2], Jhingran [3].
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Table 1: Ecological Observation of Predatory Fishes in Limboti Dam During the Year June 2016 to May 2017

Sr. Scientific Name | Order Family Common Habitat Food Maxi. | Comm- | Status
No. | of Fishes Name Size in | ercial
Cm.
1 Channa Siluriformes Channidae Phooldhok | Littoral and muddy water Small fishes 14 Yes R
punctatus
2 Channa satriatus | Siluriformes Channidae Murrel Littoral, limnetic among aquatic | Small & medium size | 42 Yes R
weeds fishes
3 Channa gachua Siluriformes Channidae Dhesidhok | Littoral, limnetic among aquatic | Fry, fingerlings, insects & | 10 Yes R
weeds larvae
4 Channa marulius | Siluriformes Channidae Murrel Littoral and muddy water Small fishes 17 Yes R
5 Mystus cavassius | Siluriformes Siluridae Sanguyl Limnetic and clear water Fry, fingerlings, insects & | 14 Yes A
larvae
6 Mystus Siluriformes Bagridae Sanguyl Limnetic and clear water Small, medium sized | 32 Yes A
seenghala fishes & insects
7 Mystus vittatus Siluriformes Siluridae Sanguyl Limnetic and clear water Small fishes fingerling & | 10 Yes A
insects
8 Mastacembelus Mastocembeli | Mastocembeli | Bam/Vamb | Littoral, Limnetic, clear water, | Fingerling & insects 23 Yes A
armatus formes dae at under stones
9 Natopterus Clupeiformes | Notopteridae | Patola/ Littoral, limnetic, muddy and | Fish fry, fingerling, small | 21 Yes A
chitala Chambari clear water at bottom feeder fish & insects
10 Natopterus Clupeiformes | Notopteridae | Patola/ Littoral limnetic, muddy and clear | Fish fry, fingerling, small | 20 Yes A
natopterus Chambari water fish & insects
11 Natopterus Clupeiformes | Notopteridae | Patola/ Littoral, limnetic, muddy and | Fish fry, fingerling, small | 21 Yes A
kapirat Chambari clear water and bottom feeder fish & insects
12 Wallago attu Siluriformes Bagridae Katra Limnetic, clear water voracious | Small, medium sized | 75 Yes A
feeder fishes
13 Ophiocephalus Ophiocephali | Cyprinidae Dhokda Limnetic and clear water Small fishes 20 Yes A
gachuea formes
14 Ophiocephalus Ophiocephali | Cyprinidae Dhokda Limnetic and clear water Small fishes 21 Yes A
marulius formes
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These fishes were dissected and contents of the stomach
examined to find out their food.

RESULTS

The record of the predatory fishes collected from
Limboti Dam along with their habitat and nature of food
is given in table. Generally large sized fishes were found
in the littoral zone. Channa were found in muddy water
and among the weeds. These were ecological well
adapted to their habitat due to presence of assessor
respiratory organs, their peculiar breeding habit and
abundance of food. All the predatory fishes possessed a
large number of curved teeth on jaws, plate and tongue
which present the prey to escape away. This comprised
an ecological adaptation which to be necessary in view
of the not easy availability of the food. The abundance of
small fishes in the littoral zone is attributed to the
abundance of phytoplankton and Zooplankton
providing food to primary consumer which in turn

comprised the food of predatory fishes.

During the study period study 14 fish belonging to 04

orders. The member of order siluriformes were
dominated by 08 species of fishes. Channa punctatus, C.
striatus, C. gachua, C. marulius, mystus cavassius, M.
seenghala, M. vittatus, wallagoattu. The member of order
clupeiformes are 03 species of fishes. Natopterus chitala,
N. Kapirat.
opiocephaliformes are 02 species of fishes. Ophiocephalus
the

mastacembeliformes are 01 species of fish Mastocembelus

N. Natopterus, The member of order

gachua, O. marulius and member of order

armatus.

The collected and identified fish species including their
scientific name, order, family, common name, Habitat,
food, commercial, maximum size and status are shown
in the given table. Such type of investigation was carried
out by other workers also maintained in the same table.
Pawar [1-8] Ubharhande et al. [15], Sheikh et al. [16],
Ahirrao [17], Bhalero [18], Pawar [19], Pawar and Patel
[20], Sharma and Mudgal [21], Ray and Parida [22],
Motawani and Saigal [23].
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