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THE DYNAMICS OF MODERN YOUTH VALUE
ORIENTATIONS

0. O. Svitlichna

The article actualizes the problem of modern youth value
orientations and their dynamics. The essence of the concept «valuesy in
terms of various sciences is revealed. The attempt has been made to
define the influence of modern civilization on the value orientations of
youth. Emphasis is placed on the matter of priorities of modern youth
value outlook.

It is emphasized that the role of technology and advanced industry
in the development of society is being grossly overestimated, and this can
lead to a moral and spiritual decline of mankind. It should be noted that
people who possess the most advanced knowledge in the field of science
and technology, the supporters of so-called technocratic views,
underestimate the role of such undeniably significant, meaningful
concepts in public life as spiritual culture, spiritual future of mankind as
a whole, and, particularly, the future of youth, which is being the driving
force of all changes in society.

It is underlined that the young generation, being in the process of
personality development, is under the pressure of the contradictory issues
of modern civilization. This is largely related to imbalance of material
and spiritual values of young people, as psychologically immature and
extremely vulnerable part of our society. Emphasis is made on material
values, which are being indisputable priority of today’s youth. The author
concludes that value outlook of youth is not final and irreversible as it
acquires permanent changes under the influence of contradictory
processes of modern civilization.

Keywords: Value, value sphere, value orientations, value priorities,
modern civilization, digital generation.

Problem in general and its relationship with important scientific and
practical tasks. Modern civilization is characterized by many global crises and
the uneven development of various spheres of society. Due to the rapid
evolution of scientific and technological progress, humanity has reached such
heights in the sphere of scientific inventions, which seemed impossible just a
few decades ago. In pursuit of advanced technologies, the whole humanity has
faced global crises that are destructive and even calls into question the very
existence of man.
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Young generation, being in the process of personality development, is
under the pressure of the contradictory issues of modern civilization. This is
largely related to imbalance of material and spiritual values of young people, as
psychologically immature and extremely vulnerable part of our society.

The analysis of research and publications that have started the
discussion of the problem and that the authors base upon. The issues of
spirituality and youth value outlook in various aspects was studied by many
teachers, psychologists, sociologists, philosophers, cutlurologists, in particular:
Sh. Amonashvili, = T. Antonenko 1. Beh, = N.Bondar, V. Vashkevich,
A. Zdravomyslov, E. Nosenko, B. Ruchkin, A.Semashko, G. Shevchenko,
0. Uvarkina and others.

In the context of our study, particular attention should also be paid to the
classification and typology of values, which are reflected in the works of
S. Anisimov, D. Leontiev, M. Momov, M. Rokich, V. Frankl, B. Erasov.

The aim of the article is to analyze the concept of «civilization» and
«values» from the point of view of different sciences. On the basis of modern
research of domestic and foreign scientists and taking into account the author's
own experience, to determine the main priorities of the value sphere of youth in
the contradictory conditions of modern civilization.

Presentation of the main material. There exist numerous definitions of
the concept of «civilization» due to its polysemy. From the point of view of
Enlightenment philosophy, «civilization» correlates with highly developed
societies (G. Hegel); L. Morgan, F. Engels characterized it as the development
of mankind, followed by savagery and barbarism; N. Danilevsky, A. Toynbee,
F. Schelling considered the concept of «civilization» synonymous with the
concept of «culture»; according to O. Spengler, «civilization» is the stage of
decline and degradation of local cultures; N. Berdyaev, N. Roerich believed that
«civilization» is an antipode of culture, that is, a soulless, dead form of living
arrangement which stands against culture as a spiritual, living state of society.

V. Stepin (2011) identifies three key meanings of the concept of
«civilizationy.

The first means a set of achievements of mankind, distinguishing man
from animal world and his ascent through the stages of social development.

The second meaning of the concept of «civilization» characterizes a
special type of society, which emerges at a certain stage of historical
development. This understanding is based on a holistic system vision of the
society with the features of its culture, its basic values, social relations and
institutions, the way of interaction with nature, types of personalities and way of
life that are reproduced in the process of the existence of civilization.
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According to the third meaning, «civilization» is technological and
technical inventions. Culture in its turn is the basic values and state of man’s
spiritual world. It is here that one can see that technological progress does not
automatically lead to moral progress, but rather can be associated with moral
regress (Stepin, 2011).

Sharing the point of view of the scientist, we can admit that in our time, the
role of technology and advanced industry in the development of society is
becoming much more evident, and this can lead humanity to moral and spiritual
decline.

It should be noted that people with modern knowledge in the field of
science and technology, supporters of the so-called technocratic views,
underestimate the role of such indisputably significant, meaningful concepts as
spiritual culture, spiritual future of mankind as a whole, and, particularly, the
future of youth, which is the driving force of all changes in society.

The current state of civilizational development has led to the formation of
the so-called global civilization, which is characterized by the growing integrity
of the world community. The continuous development of various modern
technologies has led to social processes and global crises, which affect everyone.
It is becoming increasingly obvious that humanity is in danger and its further
existence and development are possible only through the unification of efforts of
top of the world communities.

One of the generally recognized crises is the crisis of modern civilization.
More and more researchers, investigating this problem conclude that one of the
key reasons for this crisis is related to the value sphere. The majority of modern
humanity gives preference to material values in life. Especially it concerns
young people, the value outlook of whom is still being at an early development
stage.

The sphere of human values has been the concern of philosophers since
ancient times (Aristotle, Plato) and only at the beginning of the twentieth
century the issue gave birth to axiology — the philosophical study of values, their
nature and origin, their significance in the life of man and society.

There are many different definitions of the concept of «value» from the
point of view of philosophy, sociology, psychology, pedagogy, culturology, and
other sciences. From the point of view of philosophy, value is the approved by
most people views on what is good, what is justice, patriotism, romantic love,
friendship, etc.

P. Menzer (2002) believed that the value is «something that people's
feelings consider to be most important and which should be sought after, treated
with respect and recognition» (p. 742).
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Outstanding German philosopher and psychologist G. Muinstenberg
divided values into life values (love, happiness) and cultural (poetry, music).
The scientist believes that these two types, in their turn can be divided into
logical, aesthetic, ethical and metaphysical values (Kagan, 1997).

In our opinion, the values classification of the culturologist B. Erasov
(2000) deserves special attention. He divided values into:

1) life values - life, health, welfare, etc.;

2) social - family, wealth, equality, patriotism, etc.;

3) political - civil freedom, justice, constitution, etc.;

4) moral - good, love, honor, decency, etc.;

5) religious - God, the Bible, faith, etc.;

6) aesthetic - beauty, style, harmony, etc.

M. Weber regarded values as conscious interests. Thus, a person can
evaluate each object of his range of interests from the point of view of good and
evil, truth and lies, permissible and forbidden. The scientist concludes that all
these values are determined by certain interests of the era (Kagan, 1997).

Thus, the modern civilization with its inherent contradictions and
transformations in the value sphere is the key factor under the influence of
which the formation of the personality of youth, its value-based outlook, takes
place.

According to the concepts of developmental psychology, it is in the period
of youth that stable values systems are formed. They determine the worldview of
the individual. From the point of view of sociology, young people have a huge
potential and can quickly turn into an active force of social, economic, political
and cultural transformations.

B. Ruchkin, a sociology researcher, wrote: «Young people are not only the
future, they live in the present, and it is important to understand how the young
generation today determines the content and character of the future, how much
the spirit of the new time is carried within it» (Ruchkin, 2016, p. 7). «Adulthood
that is born» — this is how the period of youth is characterized by D. Arnett,
American professor of psychology from the University of Clarke
(Arnett, 2000, p. 471).

The influence of scientific and technological progress on the formation of
the value worldview of modern youth cannot be overestimated. Our youth, being
born and grown within the information society, every day is dealing with
progressive technologies, the «benefit-harm» ratio of which raises many
questions today.

In 2001, Mark Prensky, a famous American speaker, writer and consultant
in the field of education and training, was the first to propose the terms «digital
generation» and digital immigrants» (Prensky, 2001, pp. 1-2). The concept of
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«digital generation» Prensky used to describe the youth who grew up in the
digital age. These young people already at an early age confidently and quite
comfortably felt themselves in the world of computer technology and considered
them an integral and necessary part of their lives. M. Prensky called people who
were born at the beginning of the digital age, «digital immigrants». This
generation, being enchanted by the digital diversity, is only adapting to it and
learning to speak the language of modern technology.

The range of interests of modern youth is increasingly limited only to the
material, consumer sphere. Young people seem to perceive the world around and
surrounding people through the prism of material values. A very common
tendency is to evaluate people according to what they have, and not according to
their personal qualities. The so-called temple of consumerism is perceived as the
only possible way of life. Thus, many representatives of the new generation can
be characterized as consumers of modern mass culture. Numerous mass media,
and first of all, the Internet and social networking, to which young people have
free and often uncontrolled access, have a huge impact on the development of
the individual and the formation of value outlook. Telecommunication
technologies form a certain picture of the surrounding world, which is very
different from real life. Information tools have a sufficient impact on the
personality of young people; they are able to impose false stereotypes, behavior
patterns and values. This leads to the fact that, being immature from a
psychological point of view and not having sufficient social experience, a young
man is able to get lost in values, and, being confused, cannot understand what is
good and what is evil. From the point of view of S. Kiselev (2006) «A man of a
mass society is first and foremost an incomplete, partial person. He does not
know and does not achieve his primary objective — to move along the path of
transformation. This man does not humanize, and does not spiritualize the world
around himself; he is backed-up, he is motionless. Even if a person does not
participate in evil deeds at the moment, he is still vulnerable to evil» (p. 3).

Conclusions and recommendations for further researches. In view of
the foregoing, it is possible to conclude that material values are an indisputable
priority for modern youth. Temple of consumerism prevail over the social,
universal and spiritual values. It should be noted that value outlook of youth is
not final and irreversible and it acquires permanent changes under the influence
of contradictory processes of modern civilization. «Values are fixed in time, but
subject to constant changes» (Antonenko, 2013, p. 164). Thus, modern
civilization, which is full of many contradictions and is characterized by the
dynamics of development, will continue to represent one of the significant
factors under which the value outlook of young people will acquire permanent
changes.
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JTUHAMIKA IIIHHICHUX OPIEHTAIIN CYYACHOI MOJIOJI
0. O. CBiTiniuna

Y ecmammi akmyanizyemocsi npobnema yinHicHux opicHmayiil cy4acHoi monooi ma
ix ounamixa. Ilpoananizoeana cymuicmv NOHAMMSA «YIHHOCMI» 3 MOUYKU 30pY DI3HUX
nayk. Byna 3pobnena cmpoba euznauumu 6nIué CyudcHoi yusinizayii Ha YIHHICHI
opienmayii Monodi. 3pobneHo akyewm HA NUMAHHI YIHHICHUX Npiopumemie Monooi
Cb0200eHHS.

ITiokpecnoemvcs, Wo 3HAUEHHS MEXHON02HL | PO3GUHEHOI NPOMUCTIOBOCI ONis
PO3BUMKY CYCHIIbCMBA 3aHAOMO nepebinbuiere, i ye mModice npugecmu 00 MOPAIbHO20 |
0yx06H020 3anenady moocmea. Cnio 3azHauumu, wo 100U, sKi 60100i0mb HAUOLIbW
nepeoosuMU 3HAHHAMU 8 00aacmi HAyKu 1 MexXHiKu, NPUXUTbHUKU MAK 36aHUX
MEXHOKPAMUYHUX NO02TA0i8, HEOOOYIHIOIOMb PONb  MAKUX 3HAYYWUX, 3MICTOBHUX
KOHYeNnYill y CYCRINbHOMY JCUmmi, K OyX08HA KYIbmypa, 0yX08He MalOymue 1io0cmed 6
Yinomy ma ocoonugo MaubymHe mMonooi, sike € pywiiHo0 CULOK 8CIX 3MIH 8 CYCNiTbCMEL.

Axyenmosano ysazy Ha momy, wo MonoOe NOKONIHHA, nepebyeaioyu 6 npoyeci

PO3BUMKY 0COOUCOC, 3HAXOOUMbCA NI0 MUCKOM CYNepeyugux RUmaub Cy4acHoi

yusinizayii. I[le 6aeamo 6 uwomy nos'szano 3 oucO6anancom mMamepianrbHux i OYXO8HUX
yiHHOCMell MONOOI, 5IKA S61SE COD0I0 NCUXONOSIUHO HE3PILY | 6Kpail 6pa3iugy YacmuHy
Hawioeo cycnitbemea. Aemop 8gadicae, WO MamepianvbHi YIHHOCMI € He3anepeuHum
npiopumemom Cob0200HIWHBLOT MON0OI. 3POONEHO BUCHOBOK, WO YIHHICHUL CEIMO20
MONOOI He € OCMAMOYHUM [ He360POMHIM, GIH HAOY8AE NOCMIUHUX 3MIH NI0 6NIUBOM
Cynepeunusux npoyecie cb0200eHHs.

Knrwuosi cnosa: yinnicmv, yinnicha cgepa, yiHHICHI opienmayii, YiHHICHI
npiopumemu, Cy4acHa yuginizayis, yugppose noKONiHH.

JUHAMMUKA IIEHHOCTHBIX OPUEHTALIUH COBPEMEHHOM
MOJIOJAEXHU
O. A. CBeTinuHas

B cmamve akmyanuzupyemcs npobnema yeHHOCmHbIX OpUeHmMayuii CO8PeMeHHO
Monodedxcu u ux ounamuxa. Ilpoananuzuposama cywHOCMb NOHAMUSA (YEHHOCMUY C
MOuKU 3peHus pasiuunbLlX Hayk. bviia coenama nonwimxa onpedenumsv  GnusHuUe
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COBPEMEHHOT YUBUIUZAYUU HA YEHHOCTHbLE OpUEHMayuu Monoodexcu. Akyenm deraemcs
Ha npobneme YeHHOCHHbIX NPUOPUMENO8 COBPEMEHHOT MOOOECH.

Toouepkusaemesi, umo 3HA4eHUE PAIUYHBIX — MEXHONO2UL U  NEpedosoll
NPOMBIUTIEHHOCIU O/l PA36UMUsL  0DWeCmBa CUIbHO 3ABbIULEHO, U 9MO  MOJicem
npugecmu K MOPALbHOMY U OYXOBHOMY YHAOKY uenosewecmea. Credyem ommemums, Ynmo
00U, Komopule 061adaiom Haubonee nepedo8vbiMU 3HAHUAMU 8 O001ACMU HAVKU U
MEXHUKU, CIMOPOHHUKU MAK HA3bIBAEMbIX MEXHOKPAMUYECKUX 8327151008, HeO0OYEHUBAION
PONb MAKUX 6ECCNOPHO 3HAYUMBIX, COOEPICAMENHBIX KOHYEnYuti 8 00UjeCcmeeHHol
JICUBHU, KAK OYXOBHAsL KYIbMypa, 0yx08Hoe Oyoyujee uenoseyecmed 6 yeiom u 0CoOeHHO
6y0ywee Mono0edxicU, KOMopoe AIemcs 08UdNICYUell CULOU 6cex U3MeHeHUll 8 00wecmae.

Toouepkusaemcesi, umo Mon000e NOKOJNeHUe, HAX00ACh 8 Npoyecce CMAHOGIeHUs
JUYHOCIU, HAXOOUMCS NOO  OdGlleHUeM NPOMUBOPEUUBLIX NPOOIEM  COBPEMEHHOL
yueuruzayuu. Mo 60 MHOLOM CE53AHO C OUCOANAHCOM MAMEPUATLHBIX U OYXOGHBIX
YeHHoCmell MON0OedNCU, KAK NCUXONOSUYECKU He3penol U KpaiHe YA36UMOU uacmu
Hawe2o obwecmsa. Axkyenm Oelaemcs: HA MAMEPUATbHbIX YEHHOCMSX, KOMOopble
SAGISAIOMCS. HEOCNOPUMBIM NPUOPUMEMOM Ce200HIMHEN MON00exCH. A6mop npuxooum K
661600y,  UMO  MUPOBO33PEHUE MONOOENHCU He  SGNAEMCs  OKOHUAMENIbHbIM U
HeoOpamumblM, U OHO Hpemepnegaem NOCMOSHHbIE USMEHEHUs No0  GIUsHUEM
NPOMUBOPEUUBHIX NPOYECCOB COBPEMEHHOU YUBUTUZAYULL.

Knrouesvie cnoea: yewHocmv, YeHHOCMHAs Cepa, YeHHOCMHblE OpUEHMAayuu,
YEeHHOCMHbIE NPUOPUMEMbl, COBPEMEHHAS YUBUIUZAYUS, YUPPOBOe NOKONIEHUe.
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