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ABSTRACT

Arun Joshi’s protagonists are burdened with a tilihollowness, cynicism, severe pangs of matenwglloss of
faith and identity crisis. They despairingly fedletbrutality of fate turning their lives into natiginess without any
purpose. A painful saga of many things includingchamization, dissatisfaction, changing moral valugsritual
emptiness in the era of modernity, Joshi in thigubiéul piece of writing throws light on the obvieestrangement of its
demoralised hero from the “upper crust of Indiaciety” with its yearning for materialism, spirituhbllowness and blind
imitation of western culture in utter defiance wftraditional values and liefs. Billy desperatedarches for invaluable and
unanswered questions which have their relevandbercontext of his own life but always encountenaaceptable yet
bitter truths of life. The shattered protagonistThé Srange Case of Billy Biswas, after becoming aware of the mess his
life has been, acutely experiences the traumatinstin life and desperately longs for stabilihdagrace amidst chaos. W.
B. Yeats in his great poenThe Second Coming” befittingly explains the same idea: “The thingdl fapart, the centre
cannot hold” (Quoted ideffares 199). The absence of any symmetry and order makdgeha sort of hellish experience.

The novel explores Billy's search for meaning iis imaterialistic and hollow world.
KEYWORDS: Hollowness, Materialism, Nothingness, Mess, StghiMechanization

The Strange Case of Billy Biswas emerges as a fictional piece of writing symboligthe doomed existential quest
for values in a mad and fully absurd world. Thetagonist is mesmerized and hypnotised by the &tteaand mysterious
look of the lovely tribal girl Bilasia who changtds entire meaning of life for Billy and brings hisavoidable doom —the
last labyrinth that life holds for man in the eristial vision. The fall of a man of extraordinatysessions has been shown

with remarkably alive sketches.

Jashir Jain while discussing Arun JosHite Srange Case of Billy Biswas pronounceshat “Billy like Sindi, is in
search of a human world of emotional fullness- aldvef meaningful relatednes§tie Journal of Indian Writing in
English 54). Joshi artistically shows Billy’'s awarenessafk labyrinths of his personality due to whichfeels alienated
from the society. Billy’s strange expression onfaise symbolises “a mixture of nearly all those &ors that one tends to
associate with a great predicamer#B43-44). “No other man” than him, “so desperately pasthe tenuous thread of
existence to its bitter endBB8). An epitome of sophistication, and studied inSJ. Billy renouncing his family and the
world eagerly searches for dark depths and bittghd of life. Arun Joshi probes into Billy’s “darkossy labyrinths of the
soul that languish forever, hidden from the dazglight of the sun."BB 8)

Billy’s life neither in America nor in Indian uppetass societal set up provide him solace and sooithlonely

soul which longs to get it. The charm of anthrogatal books fails to entice him as the places nogetil in them have no
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relevance and are worthless for him. He likes trrdewith real zeal and enthusiasm about “the abwigess of the

world” andit is around his interest in the primitive man that entire life had been organizedBB14)

Billy’s confrontation with the exceptional naturéhis personality at music session repeatedly eXartmesmeric
pull on him” BB18, 21) itching and forcing him to search for adwacive atmospheréd8B27). His itch for India is an itch
for realization and accomplishment of the relevaotéfe that he pursues desperately. Opting Harkemhropology in
place of Engineering which his parents wished heftects his longing to live his precious life irshown exceptional and

unique style and moreover, he considered Amerigaitdlized for him to live in.

Billy’s demeanour adds charm to his dashing pedggn&omi’s remarks on Billly’'s character bring tionelight
the latter's aristocracy and superb demeanouruhiatately add grace to his character. “He was ohthose rare men
who have poise without pose”. He talked in “softigated voice without gesturesBB11). He had dark, deep and almost
“inhumanly sharp eyes"’BB43) which were “the dominating feature of his fac8B(2). Most of the people could not
identify the strangeness of his sharp eyes an@xdeptional power to see. They mistook him foritgt-hearted good
sport” and failed to read the dark depths of hissey\Romi confesses that “there were many thingsltbauld not see
which Billy saw and which step by step led himtie bnly end that await those who see too mB40). The peculiar
expression and narrowing of his eyes means thatdseto unravel some elusive secret of univer$erila Lindgren and
Romi perceive in the dark inscrutable, unsmilingepf Billy Biswas the glimpse of dreams with thé@stination and
abode far away from the simple world of mortals. &hieving his mission Billy wants to immortalizadacanonize

himself in the eyes of the world.

Maya'’s life in Anita Desai’'SCry the Peacock consists of a stifling experience of alienationhir relationship
with her husband, and unfortunately same is theofdBilly. Laying their hands on exposing the conporary man’s
traumas and tortuous experience Arun Joshi anchAdéisai, “the two literary giants” portrayed anéhped their heroes as
absolute outsiders and complete strangers. Thals gwoan and grumble in cage-like houses. Exigteptedicament is
the Zeit Quist of all the major characters in th@wels. These are tormented, tortured, introveastatistranded wanderers.

Faced with disgusting tunes of absurdity they wuitiehy annihilate themselves.

Billy’s passionate urge to undertake the explorati@s been explained at length by Arun Joshi asbaolute
inner compulsion, a superb force of primitive amighnd a strong obsession. Portrayed as ‘a man tohceginary
obsessions Billy falters in his life due to the antrollable desire to espouse music, painting dretract science. He

remains thoroughly crazy even by Indian standards.

Attempting to advance on the wings of imaginatiowl dantasy, Billy Biswas, the man belonging to rmarsge
world and born of a different mettle brings himselbéser to the indescribable doomsday. His strangebaralleled
passion and love for primitive life is indicativé lnis being a tiny part of primitivism that was tging to complete itself
after reunion. Billy’s bizarre and unusual way dfirlg, his day to day response to life, eating,sdreup and strange
thinking and even his behaviour vote for one’s gi&sethat he was not born to live and play in théeless and inferior
world of ‘wasted children of God'. Billy’s isolatiofrom the materialistically soaking world surfagesl comes to the fore
during the party celebration at New York when hatbehe bongo drum before sitting silently, sariskilng and moving.

Thus Joshi points at the cultural alienation offtagmented and burdened protagonist.

Billy’s isolation and alienation suggests that las lother milestones, which were hitherto beeniioito him, to
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achieve in his life. His futile preference to bteathe “singular air” and efforts to adjust himssdfcially and culturally
fills his heart with a feeling of wasting his lify living in a civilization where people are busyaking and spending......
money”. He scorns the world as it hankers afterniemey. Tuula and Bilasia act as “magnets” to wltiels attracted as
they are least bothered about money. His dislikaHe artificiality in the life of the wealthy pelepis clearfrom the letter

he gives to Tuula. According to Billy materialisreatlens the sparkle of life, spoils and mitigatesrtbble qualities and

dehumanises the human being.

Billy Biswas consistently endeavours to unravel tidden meaning of life. He like William Wordsworttvho
was regarded as the “Noble and High Priest of Ndturthe Romantic era, desperately wishes toilivelose communion
with Nature. Billy’s similarity with Arnold’s “Schiar Gipsy” is hard to ignore as he always lovedidten to the silent
whispers of the unseen and behold the spark fraawdreto pursue his life in a meaningful way. Undedly, Billy is
having a split personality, split between “primifvand “civilized” but Tuula’s “extraordinary inttibn” makes her see
beyond the ordinary as she understands the dileofifddly’s life. She says that Billy is “an exceptial person” and feels
something inside him... a great force, urkraft rinjtive force. He is afraid of it and tries to gupss it... but it is very
strong in him, much stronger than you or me. It egplode any time"BB23). Hinting at the prospect of sudden exploding
of this ‘urkraft’, a remarkable primitive power, sto makes us realize the strong connection betvigiyn and vastly

unknown primitive world.

Taking into consideration the prevailing atmosphefénminent doom and destruction, Arun Joshi’s eldvas
remarkable similarity with Hardy’'s dark vision ofiec cosmos. Many critics feel that Billy’s call beckng him to
primitive world and wilderness is reminiscent ofwrance atmosphere. Undoubtedly the perception afdmbeings
undergo tremendous change in the wake of advaregthdlogy and immense materialism, yet the protagai The
Srange Case of Billy Biswas remains aloof and untouched, safe from the damgecdutches of evil technological
avalanche. Billy hears his first call from primiiwvorld at the tender age of fourteen: “Yet alnfosin the very first day,
almost from the moment we emerged from the railvgtation, something odd started within me.” He filat a
“slumbering part of me has suddenly come awak81¢2). However he fails to understand the primitivd.dde says, “I

could not figure out what excited or troubled méesa it was a sudden interest in my own identiBB123)

The Strange Case of Billy Biswas offers an example of Joshi’'s great craft of capguthe most hidden and
inaccessible covering of the mystery of life. Thietpgonist is suffering from schizophrenia andnsirgellectual in the
modern sense and the primitive. The serenity amipetpe of “this exceptional fragment of God” gatsevere jolt at the
hands of malicious technology. The mesmerizing ptilhis own natural self unsettles the protagoaigt ultimately his

civilized self is under extreme danger of losirgittal sheen.

Devoid of any purpose especially in India, his alitd soul searches for heavenly bliss which iessary to
better his life and change the course of his abl#fierdHe remains upset by his hallucinations. ldgss “I had been terribly
afraid of myself, some part of me. | thought tdeithings might happen unless | did not do somethirastic. The only
thing | could think of was to get married. It waeeltaking insurance on my normalcyBE184). The inability of his wife
Meena to empathize with her husband and read mplex mind is brought into light by Joshi. Billytawvn aspirations
and longings remain insatiated as Meena can't vsadijerself according to his needs and nature.artiéciality of the

modern society represented and symbolised by Mett@dy fails to lure and ensnare the hero in fip.g
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The unavoidable trumpet of destructive primitivie land Billy’s insatiable desire for primitive wdrbeckons
him time and again thereby unsettling his mind. fesmeric pull of “these unique and unnatural v&iad the primitive
world is so strong and formidable that even Meeaaibs o chain up his personality. She herself askedges this to
Romi: “Perhaps | just don’t understand him as awifiould” BB76). Billy’s “inhumanly sharp eyes” are indicative bifs
splitting and tortuous personality and betrayed dgoms that one tends to associate with a greatigament” 8B44).
“He turns introvert and lackadaisical. Gone was st@ggering intelligence, the spectroscopic intsrethe sense of
humour... the Billy Biswas | had known was finisheshuffed out like a candle left in the raiBB70). The stark
materialism and superficiality of the dehumanizgugiety execute a dent in Billy’s sensibilities aftbkes and tears him
to pieces clawing him apart. He feels himself “@drdown there like a butterfly.” His feelings, thas hold on life is
getting weaker and weaker with each passing dfiysés a wave consisting of strong blend of pessinasiad desperation

in his heart.

Billy’s distorted personality is absolutely untamadd uncontrollable. Meena’s lack of understand@agls him
into the soothing arms of Rima Kaul. Even the boththeir son could not make him turn to the famileena then
realizes the fact that “things are falling apartidathat ‘Billy is getting stranger and strangerhmvery passing day”
(BB74). But neither Rima’s body nor her sentiments colbtp to realize his identity and bring an inney jand
satisfaction. He is ashamed when he realizes iBatetationship with Rima is only another name daolultery which he
positively abhors. He reflects: “It gradually dawinen me that a tremendous corrupting force was wwgrkn me. It was
as though my soul was taking revenge on me fomgadenied it for so long that other thing thatadhbeen clamouring
for.” (BB189)

After watching the tribal dance, the young Billy tisansported to the seventh heaven of happineds: fee
“Something has gone wrong with my life. This is wéé belong. This is what | have always dreamt (@B125). Thus,
Joshi, step by step, explores the inner layersilbf 8divided personality. He makes it clear thihat the protagonist is in

search of some vital meaning in life.

One of the most strangest and unimaginable faatta®itly’s life is that if such “a man of exceptiahtalent” gets
entrapped by the extraneous factors or far ofihggaunknown voices then how can we expect an andiman to resist
these unavoidable pulls and strong nets of entioenBeit Billy never belongs to this natural worlde perhaps has sensed
that his roots are anchored to some other worldrevkiee clutches of materialism and man- made brarki@uld never

come close to touch his soul and take him away t@ntesired, supremely placid and lovely world.

Billy realizes that his responsibility towards tsigul is more than towards the family. He confesbas “l had
greater responsibilities towards my souBB(86). The brief but shameful affair with Rima offersrhthe first glimpse of
his “degeneration” yet he fails to get away frons fiith and turns into a hypocrite”. In case oflBihe seduction of Rima
intensifies his urge for self-realization and seHictualization. He realizes: “It was like warnisignal. It was as though a
master mind has arranged the whole things to gwe@raview of what awaited me if | continued to digfycalls”BB189).
Billy, thus, has two clear options: “I could eithietlow this call, this vision, whatever the costlme condemned to total
decay” BB190). He later tells Romi: “Deep down us are afraidttthe price of making such choices is terrible not
realizing that the prices of not making them areremore terrible” 8B191). He decides to go for the first option to follow

the call from the primitive life.
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Billy Biswas’ bizarre dream of achieving the impitds and planting his foot on “the Moon” and wishdonquer
unimaginable and vastly promising “Heaven” and dflis existence for him get severely jolted by theet eyes of
materialism and hollow societal bondages marrirggidéntity. Consistently fighting with his wife averivial matters and
absurd, petty things creates a sort of deep chagheir relationship and dries the bonding gel duthe lack of emotional
understanding. The protagonist is threatened bysitpes of impending doom and destruction. The uhistipated Billy
doesn’t work in unison with the parameters sethw®y ¢ivilized world and longs to be a part of endhlmnand alluring
primitivism, the persistent divinely inspired voibeyond the human world. Feeling pity at his owgrddation and a
“devastating apathy” to his own life forces he leavthe worthless world which is unfit to live inarpcularly with
reference to him. The articulate and strident aalhe primitive world exhort Billy to join, expte and merge with it and

transport himself to a world which he always cnaiinged and desired for:

Come, come to our primitive world that sooner dedaovercomes the works of man. Come, we have
waited for you. It is with us that you begin andhwiis that you will end...too longer have you wandere
the purlieus of our forbidden cityBB120-21)

Both Billy Biswas and Sindi Oberoi remain aloofiealated and act as strangers in society. They wahdsugh
the mazes of existence to complete the half imthé birth as in Browning’s poems. The novelistidepBilly’s nature
like an “Indian saint” who has little interest internal attractions; he concerns himself with se#lization. Billy is thus
“a refugee from civilization” BB140). The tenacity and determination with which hespis his quest in “an incoherent
and meaningless world” is really astounding. Theuttty of primitive riches” and “pleasures of lifeeckon Billy to have
a taste of it finally leaving his wife and sweeildHor the sake of temptingly dangerous and ativac'saal’ forest of
Maikala Hills. This was the result of many unansygequestions, visions, fantasies and dreams wisieh made his life a
place equal to ‘Hell’ where he felt frustrated: \leais upon layers were peeled off me until nothingry primitive self
was left trembling in the moonlight'BB121). With deliberate snapping of relationships andiliged trappings, he

anticipates extracting meaning out of the corrugted unsophisticated world.

Billy, who always envisioned himself belonging teetprimitive world, as a cloud belongs entirelythe sky,

shaps all connections with the civilized world ofjues where only hypocrites and hopeless scounsigls supreme.

Fulfilment of Billy’s dream, a dream which demarifis — blood of a whole life, is indicative of afgerb journey
of the hero from darkness to light, desperatioaxtseme optimism and peace of mind. In the brigitt soothing folds of
primitive life Billy bathes himself fully in ordeto soothe, redeem and satisfy his burdened, dispiend “dead self.” In
D. H. Lawrence’sThe Woman Who Rode Away a woman’s degradation and falling of life arourd has been painted with
deft touches. A chain of unstoppable primeval ersih ensnares and allures the Professor of AnthmggoWith God's
divine blessings Billy tries to gather the splitves of his personality to consummate the uniontvad bodies. He
discovers in her “that bit of himself that he séaa for all his life and without which his life wasthing more than the
poor reflection of a million others’BB142). The recurrence of the image of “strange womarBiily’s wonderful dreams
mesmerizes the protagonist to the point of becomaimgxtreme lunatic. Billy once writes to Tuula: $#%ange woman

keeps crossing my dreams causing in me a featurtance, the full meaning of which | have yetitolerstand.” BB97)

What Rima and Meens fail to accomplish the madBikdsia does it instantly and succeeds in enlightgmand

enlivening Billy’s slumbering and dead soul. Bil/in search of a place where, “nobody ....is inter@dn the prices of
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food grains or new seeds or roads or election arffllke that” (BB111) “where friends can die for each otheBB120)
where exists “not Bilasia..... But his future, indeesety purpose of his life”. It is after meeting &la, “an untamed

beauty that comes to flower only in our primitiveople” BB143) that Billy discovers his life force.

The predicament of Billy’s life can be comparedhntihe plight of Krishnan ofhe Dark Dancer who ditches his
wife for an attractive English woman. Always feeglipressurized by the family members and his sudimgs, this
intelligent lad and an exceptional scholar is fdrte accept a govt. job giving him no intellectsatisfaction. Keeping in
view his response and attitude towards his indifiérdark and cynical bent of mind and lack ofriest in life and people
around him, there is no dearth of doubt that tlugehThe Srange Case of Billy Biswas has a lot of similarity with B.

Rajan’sThe Dark Dancer.

Billy’s mind is preoccupied with the feelings ofsecurity at the thought of leaving and forsaking ieautiful,
primitive tribal woman Bilasia symbolizing life foe. He says: “| was terrified as a child is teedfiin the darkE§B123).
The sense of dilemma at the prospect of brightsaameket primitive life on the one hand and detestaéiod scorn for the
civilized world on the other makes his characteaatit and strangely unique. Billy’s fearful perslityaand insecurity
make him a bizarre character with uncanny logicwaéaders “whether civilization is anything more ththe making and
spending of money?BB97). At this point Arun Joshi's beautiful piece ottibn can undoubtedly be compared with
William Wordsworth's famous sonnefThe World is too Much with Us’ signifying people’s voluptuous greed for money

ultimately opening the doors of doom and destructibsoul for them;
The world is too much with us; late and soon,
Getting and spending, we lay waste our powers,
Little we see in nature that is ours;
We have given our hearts away, a sordid boon.
(Wordsworth 536)

Billy finds in the primitive world the happinessdjoy which is lacking in the materialistic life phoney society.
Billy’s extraordinary love for the primitive peopmmpels Romi to comment: “| marvelled at the isebeauty of human
relationship that was born out of so much loveB141). Arun Joshi here reveals the uncorrupted love RBilty feels for
the aboriginals which is in every sense venerabte @otent. To Billy expedition into primitiveness like a communion
with the wilderness. In the second day of the eitfwed Billy Biswas disappears ... simply vanishetbirthe ‘saal’ forest
of the Maikala Hills BB83). And there he undergoes a sudden transformatimnain aboriginal. It was as though “l was

the first man on earth facing the earth’s firsthity(BB120)

After marrying Bilasia, Billy’s fascination for pmitiveness becomes the realization of his quedashi is his
‘missing self. He is the ‘Mahaprasad’ (i.e. annmite friend) of Dhunia, the headman of the villagke tribals believe
that Billy is the incarnation of their mythical kjrand possesses divine gifts as did Chandtolayttie-faced cliff of the
village which starts glowing because of his preseincthe village; he can bring a dead child backf& the tiger runs
away on sighting him. The primitive people consitlan a God. Billy is passionately concerned witmself alone, with
his own nature and the realization of his life fartle never tries to establish any link with théliced world but once he

tries to contact that world — when he cures Romife of her migraine- it leads to his tragic doore really adopts a
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primitive culture. The jungle has wrought in himchumagical change. To Dhunia and the tribals “hékis rain on

parched land, like balm on a wound8B236). Arun Joshi portrays Billy as the long awaitede#éiah’ of the tribals.
Dhunia is aware of the fact that Kala Pahar “thecklrock” and “master of us all” has called Billy tonsummate his
search for meaning in life. The search cannot epteted in the imperfect, futile and phony worlctleé civilized people.
Billy is obstinate in his pursuit of enduring vasiéor material prosperity fails to deflect himrinchis search for the vital
fragments of life. He is involved in the exploratiof his inner being. Joshi attempts to find owatolé alternatives for the

modern man trapped in the vicious circle of matisna Romi remarks:

As | grow old | realize that the most futile cry ofan is his impossible wish to be understood. The
attempt to understand is probably even more fufile spite of this | propose to relate Billy'sosy, it is

not so much because | claim to have understoodabiihis on account of a deep and unrelieved sense
wonder. BB7)

Joshi makes us aware of an alternative mode afdiwhich is a total contrast to the materialisbcisty devoid

of any sense, purpose, direction and values.

All efforts to capture Billy end in vain, only hiashes reach the modern civilized world. Billy’'s rebafor
meaning in life remains unfulfilled as his crucaicounter with the police ends his tragic draméifef In spite of the
repeated warnings of Billy to Romi not to discldge whereabouts to anybody, Romi and Situ break firemise by
telling his father about the secret of Billy’s lifele cautions Romi in this fashion: “If they evaatdhold of me, they will
not leave me alone. And you know what havoc it plidly with my life here” BB151). However things go beyond Romi’s
control and his pestering wife compels him to disel the secret. Billy’s influential father, a oneti ambassador and
retired Supreme Court Judge sets the whole governmachinery moving to trace Billy with an idea ‘loag him up to
Delhi by force.” BB207)

Unfortunately and very sadly the young and dynalf@i® officer Mr Rele who was appointed to executeptan
to capture Billy acts in a purely mechanical wayald of any sensibility, sensitivity and understamgdof human psyche.
The behaviour of sophisticated society smellingt®f‘middle-class mediocrity” attempts to bracke¢mmlike Billy with

“irresponsible fools” and “common criminals’BB231)

Billy’s story turns into a stereotype of childishcapade which was all their ordinary minds capabl¢ BB206)
and the search for such an unnatural man who wastsag his roots somewhere in the exclusive woflttibals “turns
into a man huntBB232). The tragedy, which was looming large on the gugonist since his “heart’s awakened longing”
for love and passionate cry to “plant his foot” i different world, finally occurs as Billy is shdead by a havildar.
Even gliding on the wings of his final journey afath which befall on him unexpectedly, he leavesfitwtprints behind,
as H. W. Longfellow in his famous poem “Psalm ofelialso exhorts us to follow, and slaps his verdic the inhumane
and insensitive world - the world which knows nbetways of disposing its rebels, its seers, us tovers, by uttering

“you bastards”BB233). The last words reveal his fierce hatred agahistcruel society.

Billy who dared “to step out of its stifling conéis” ultimately has to pay a very heavy price foHis end was
“as certain as the end of solitary boats beatingires the maelstrom.” Billy’'s escape to lead a nmegl life in the
peaceful sanctuary of the primitive world can bdyapompared to Patrick White¢oss; as both the novels deal with the

issue related to human experience, question otitgeand search for meaning in life. Being possdssih strong inner,
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unavoidable and forceful compulsion, the protagsm$ both novels endeavour to search for theirgel, and both meet

a tragic end. Both the novels are about the jouafielge protagonists into the interior regionstod soul.

For Billy, Bilasia acts as an embodiment of trueaniag in life he is searching for. Arun Joshi makise of
mythology and folk-lore to bring out Billy’s chattae and his search for meaning in life. For himaBia is; ‘Prakriti’ and
he is ‘Purush’ and the cosmic whole can be expeeerin their union” Prasad 60). Joshi’'s world of ‘Maya’ (illusion) is
represented by the ‘Prakriti’ or Shakti’ in the foof June inThe Foreigner, Bilasia inThe Srange Case of Billy Biswas,
Anuradha inThe Last Labyrinth, who in the end attain a level of liberation withieh they are comfortable. Arun Joshi’s
estranged tragic heroes attain self-awarenessljtsedtion and self- realization through involvemhevith a woman. Like
Saul Bellow’s Henderson, Billy finds the real meaanof life in the primitive girl Bilasia. Joshi hgertrayed Billy in the
image of ‘Rama’ othe Ramayana and a sort of man-god, an avatar to the tribate Betrayal of Billy by Situ reminds us
of Biblical characters of Samson and Deliah wheam$on is betrayed by a woman. Joshi’s passion ftingns evident in

portraying Billy’s experience as a ‘rishi’ and Isisarch for meaning in life.

Arun Joshi’s beautiful piece of writing has simileas with D. H. Lawrence’§he Woman Who Rode Away and
Graham Greene’s Burnt out Case. Querry, the protagonist of the latter novel, mdas and well reputed architect of
Europe, doesn't find any charm in his materialifife and starts his voyage to the remote Condavéowith the lepers in
search of peace and happiness. Like Billy, hiscke&or meaning in life remains unfulfilled due tés lhuntimely death
caused by the intervention of the dangerous gobmiseocivilized world. Similarly, the hero of Samugeckett's novel
Murphy absconds from the civilized world. Of all the @gonists Billy alone is able to overcome the pradient of
modern man successfully and convincingly. Estabigltompatibility with the primitive world is onef the best ways to
get rid of all the problems of life. Billy’s seardbr meaning in life is evident from the followirdjalogue between Billy

and Romi:

| don’t want to sound too pompous; an old chapobeng a primitive was only a first step, a means, t
end. Of course, | realized it only after | ran awisealized then that | was seeking something. étsa

still seeking something else.
‘What is that?’
He seemed to be thinking.
‘God?’l (Romi) prompted.
‘There, there, old chap, that is too big a word.’
‘Something like that?BB189)

On the one hand, Billy’s revolt is blatantly agaitie rules and the modes of a society which do¢value and
acknowledge the full potentialities of the indivadsi and mercilessly suppresses all minorities.yBilportrayal as an

anarchist symbolizes his hatred and sharp rebedii@inst his societal set up.

Billy has been portrayed as a rebel while otheesd@picted as helpless compromisers. In orderdagmhimself
with the exploration of the essence of human livihg renounces the outer world of attractions amiptations. His

renunciation is reminiscent of Sidhartha’s renutigiaof his child and wife along with the luxurie$ the materialistic
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world in search of the ultimate truth about humaistence. The pernicious impact of rapid indusization digresses man
from the very purpose of his life. Billy has to payheavy price for his search for meaning. Efftotbring Billy back to

civilization by capturing him by police force onllgad to the final tragedy. He pays with his life faot conforming to the
norms of the civilization-for daring “to step outits stifling confines” BB240). The efforts to capture Billy lead to final
catastrophe; only his pious ashes reach the awdlizorld-the world which failed to recognize theetrworth and feelings

of this simple man who ultimately succumbed tduty and recurrent threats.

The Srange Case of Billy Biswas as a novel is a marvellous fragment of questaitee in which Arun Joshi has
beautifully presented the hero’s journey throughwlorld in order to explore the essence of humamgbénd eventually
the novel leads to the self realization and seiécalvery of the protagonist. The sordid imperfesioof the world
surrounding him stifle his emotions. In one of kEers to Tuula, he writes, “we are swiftly losingpat is known one’s
grip on life” (BB40). Thus it deals with the metaphysical questioks:[fWho was i? Where did | come from? Where was
| going? BB122)

Billy’'s quest for something higher and nobler remsaincomplete due to his untimely death. There gautiful
portrayal of chaotic state of man in the modernlayothe world which is engulfed in the detrimengald abominable
claws of technology and materialism. The contraglitt and aimlessness in Billy’s character owesottgin to the
nostalgic predilection for the native culture toie¥h he is exposed. The soul-destroying, meaninglesschanical,
monotonous, moronic existence is an insult to hunatare. The modern man has emerged from the astsesothering,

suffocating, debilitating, decadent and civilizedrid.

The Srange Case of Billy Biswas announces that mechanized industrialization igjedb man terrific speed and
throws him to “sick, hurry and divided aims” by itlng in him enervating sense of competitivendsss Joshi's artistic
courage and boldness to trace out the fundamemtalod the social crises in pervading darknessushan affliction. Thus
Billy provides solutions to the human predicamenthie contemporary society by suggesting an alteendor a simple
and meaningful existence. In a bid to seek commumiith the primitive world, Billy opts out of the edern world of
hypocrisy and deceit to enjoy a life of noble saragps like Kurtz in Conradideart of Darkness. Billy forsakes civilized
human society, adapts himself to the primitive, amdn has a native mistress. It is not strangeusecpeople who get
frustrated by the pompous, artificial and overcredidife of the civilized world prefer to move odutibfor being “far from
the maddening crowd.” Arun Joshi’s final verdictligt one can realize the essence of life by lioayahe self from the
mercenary civilization and by paying due heed ® dlathentic calls of the inner being. Sushil KurBharma points out
that when Billy discovers that the prevailing sb@eder is difficult to redesign, he opts out ftwettribal world which
operates in a simpler and clearer manner. Hendg &h be called an Indian Huck Finn, or Henderattom material
prosperity cannot detract from the pursuit of atgdvalues. $harma 163)

Billy Biswas is a Gandhian as far as his understandf the present civilization goes; a Wordswathias he
finds true happiness in tribal life of simplicityé grace Bhatnagar 143). He is a thorough simpleton in his search for
divine values. According to Billy man’s greed foaterialistic values will take him closer to his tésed and destroy him
completely. Like Thomas Mooreldtopia, The Srange Case of Billy Biswas successfully portrays the old, invaluable and

purely idealistic trends of life. That is why therb is called “The Primitive Pilgrim."Rrasad 46)

Paying due importance and recognition to our inr@ces is a must- because these amazing awakenllyy c
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recurrently and repeatedly try to destabilize dfer et offer us an opportunity to excel and raseselves to a higher and
more satisfying profession hitherto unimagined amaterialized only in dreams. Once a person trulgeustands and
realizes the immense worth and remarkable valwsuch divinely inspired and magnificent calls, réatsered vision and

wayward dreams get real meaning ultimately exoglind achieving unimaginable things in life.
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