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Dear editor,

   Angiostrongylus cantonensis (A. cantonensis) is a helminth 

that lives in the pulmonary arteries of two species of rats: 

Rattus rattus and Rattus norvegicus and has as intermediary 

hosts in some species of terrestrial snails[1], which was 

reported in 1981 for the first time in the American continent. 

It  has extended to the Caribbean Islands and American 

Continent[2]. This helminth produces the disease known as 

angiostrongyliasis which may have abdominal complications 

and even eosinophilic meningitis[3,4].

   The proposed objective was to evaluate the international 

scientific production of A. cantonensis until this year. To 

assess the impact of A. cantonensis on scientific reports 

published globally, a bibliometric analysis was conducted by 

searching the major publication-indexing databases Medline/

Pubmed (using GoPubMed®), Scopus, Science Citation Index 

(SCI), and SciELO for A. cantonensis related content from 

prominent journals. The articles were recovered using the term 

“A. cantonensis” as the main operator.

   A total of 2 662 articles were found in our search, of which 

973 items were found in PubMed/Medline (6.47% from China, 

5.75% from United States, 3.28% from Taiwan and 2.98% 

from Brazil). Using Scopus, there were 1 174 articles (12.77% 

from Japan, 12.18% from Taiwan and 11.32% from China). 

Using SCI, there were 469 articles (22.38% from China, 

16.20% from Taiwan and 14.92% from the United States). 

SCI has a total of 4 206 citations of his articles referring to 

A. cantonensis with an average of 323.54 citations per year. 

A search using SciELO retrieved only 36 articles (22 from 

Brazil, 8 from Cuba, among others). In addition, 3.18% was 

published in 2012, 6.47% in 2015, 11% in 2016 and 11.94% 

in 2013 respectively, in which most publications were in 2013 

(Figure 1).

   In this  s tudy,  we can appreciate the high scientific 

productividy in this helminth, which implies a high knowledge 

about the parasite, which suggests that it is possible to prevent 

the disease caused by itself and teach the risk populations how 

to prevent the reproduction of the parasite. It is important to 

consider that the research has demonstrated the leading role 

that China, Taiwan, the United States and Japan play in A. 

cantonensis research.

   Latin American has a low scientific production in this 

helminth even taking into account that their vectors is 

distributed widely in the continent[5]. The countries that have 

some scientific production in this issue are Brazil and Cuba 

in comparison with others. It is important the synthesis of the 

articles found in search engines in guides and manuals of easy 

learning to achieve prevention in populations at risk, stopping 

the life cycle of this helminth.

   Currently human activities, mainly industrialization, have 
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produced direct changes in the environmental conditions and in 

the quality of water, soil, air and food that favor this parasite.

It must be taken into account that the people affected by this 

parasite are usually of limited economic resources, always 

determined the infection by the sanitary conditions[6].

   In conclusion, we can appreciate a high bibliometric 

scientific production on A. cantonensis, which denotes the 

great study around this parasite, however it is essential to 

continue educating the population in general for the prevention 

and reduction of cases of infestation.
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Figure 1. Trends in time of publication on A. cantonensis, 1965–2017 (Source: from GoPubMed®).


