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Abstract

In his novel Ganadevata Tarasankar Bandyopadhyay denotes Ganadevata as a social institution.
Hare he describes how a personal life was transformed into a community life centering a social
institution. ‘Chandimandap’, afterwards the community life and agrarian economy were dislocated
due to the emergence of the industrial economy and new social institution in the first half of the
twentieth century in Bengal. From this perspective, Tarasankar Bandyopadhyay’s Ganadevata may
be regarded as the discourse of social, economical, cultural and political past of Bengal people.
Here, Gonadevata is a social, economical, cultural and political memory. It is the memory of rural
life collected by the author. As the author was an inhabitant of Birbhum. So he vividly describes
the rural life of Birbhum. The core element of this novel is the social theory based on the economy.
He described how the self-sufficient village economy was destroyed and new towns were build up in
the period 1920-1930 A.D. Zamindari system deprived the general people. The new middle-class
people emerged and cast system was also transformed with the spread of commercialization and
dislocation of the rural economy. In this novel, Tarasankar Bandyopadhyay described the
environmental condition of rural Bengal. Besides, he believed that social system will be changed
through the revolution of general people. Describing the general people as God Tarasankar
Bandyopadhyay opens up a new aspect of historical writing.

Therefore, Tarasankar Bandyopadhyay can be regarded as a writer endowed with the history-
conscious thinker. He did not enter into the womb of ancient history. He recorded the contemporary
history of his time. From this perspective he was not only a novelist but also a historian.
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