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ABSTRACT 

Gambusia affinis or mosquitofish play a vital role as biocontrolling agents which feed on 

mosquito larvae populations. These are freshwater fishes with adult females reaching an 

overall length of 7 cm and adult males attain a length of nearly 4 cm. 
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1. INTRODUCTION 

 
The mosquitofish is a member of the order Cyprinodontiformes and family Poeciliidae. The 

name suggests that its diet is mainly composed of mosquito larvae. The generic name of the fish 

is Gambusia and its common name is gambezi. [1] 

 

2. REPRODUCTION 

 

Reproduction in these fishes occurs by internal fertilization. Female fishes are somewhat larger 

in size that the male counterparts with a gravid spot at the posterior abdomen which reach sexual 

maturity within 21 to 28 days.[2] 

 

3. MORPHOLOGY 

 

Mosquitofish are small and dull grey in body color having a large abdomen and rounded dorsal 

and caudal fins and an upturned mouth and pronounced sexual dimorphism. 

Mosquitofish generally feed on mosquito larvae including zooplanktons, insect larvae and 

detritus. Adult fish can consume hundreds of mosquito larvae daily. [3-5] 
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4. HABITAT 

 

Mosquitofishes are generally predominant in the shallow waters of the southern parts 

of Illinois and Indiana, throughout the Mississippi River and its tributary waters, to as far south 

as the Gulf Coast in the northeastern parts of Mexico. They can resist low dissolved oxygen 

concentrations, high salt concentrations and temperatures up to 42oC (108oF) for short 

periods.[1,4] 

 

5. CONCLUSION 

 

The introduction of mosquitofishes in large water bodies has proved harmful to indigenous 

aquatic life and non-native ecosystems than to the mosquito population. Mosquitofish have 

aggressive attitude by which they kill or injure other small fishes. 
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