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TO THE QUESTION ON RESEARCH OF HISTORIC-ETHNOGRAPHIC
FEATURES OF GANJA IMAMZADE MAUSOLEUM

Abstract: Ganja is one of the most ancient cultural centers of Azerbaijan. This city has more than 4000 years
old and here there is one of the main and ancient historical monuments of Muslim East civilization — Imamzada
tomb. This important monument is situated 7 kilometres from the city of Ganja, on the right shore of Ganjachai
river. Imamzada is recognized as one of the basic symbols of city.

Imamzada of Ganja was built in year 739, after the death of Ibrahim, son of the fifth Muslim imam Muhammed
Bagir. At this monument were found some important historical sources — epitaphes. Imamzada tomb was
completely built in the end of XIV century — the beginning of XV century.

But in XVII-XVIII centuries there were built a mosque, some temples and other constructions. During the
centuries many visitors, guests from different parts of Azerbaijan, also from the other Muslim countries visit Ganja
Imamzada monument.
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Introduction Ibrahim was buried in Ganja, Azerbaijan located
Imamzade Mausoleum, situated in one of the very far from the graves of his ancestors.
ancient scientific and cultural centers, Ganja State The mausoleum, built around the grave of
History-Culture Reserve, was built in 739, on site of mevlana Ibrahim in the VIII century, was enlarged in
the grave of the great-grandchild of Prophet the XIV-XVI centuries, and subsidiary buildings
Muhammad (s.a.a.), mevlana (majesty) Ibrahim, the around it were erected in the XVII-XVIII centuries.
grandson of Imam Ali ibn Husseyn and the son of the The tomb is the most important part of the
fifth imam Muhammad Al-Bagir and Umma Hakim Imamzade mausoleum complex. The height of the
Mugaya’s daughter Sagaf. dome of tomb building is 12m; the height of cupola
Incidentally, the purpose of the mausoleum is 2.7m with diameter of 4.4m, covered with blue
(and, in the future, the whole complex) is also tiles.
explained by its name. Imamzada means ‘the Another designation for Imamzade, also known
descendant of imam,” “from the family lineage of as the GOy (Blue) Imam Turbeh, according to
imam.” At a result, society accepts Imamzade as a different sources can be related to ancient belief of
sacred place of worship. the Azerbaijanis to Goy Tanri, from whom the
As the result of the ahl al-bayt (designation in Turkic dynasties claimed to be descended.
Islam for the holy family of the Prophet Muhammad
(s.a.a.)) persecution in Umayyad Caliphate (661- Materials and methods
750), many of its members took refuge in the remote The important historical inscriptions discovered
places of caliphate and mevlana Ibrahim emigrated to in the internal wall of the tomb in the XX century by
Ganja, one of the centers of the ancient Islamic the well-known investigators — the deceased
culture. archaeologist, professor Isaac Jafarzade, as well as
Despite the fact that, Imam Muhammad Al- the outstanding scientist in the epigraphy, the active
Bagir (a) was buried in Madina in Bagi cemetery member of Azerbaijan National Academy of

next to his father and grandfather, his son mevlana
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Sciences, academician Meshadikhanim Nematova —
were enciphered in the following way:

“He, Allah is eternal. This is the holy place,
honorable paradise of the son of Imam Muhammad
Bagqir, may Allah’s blessings be upon him, mevlana
Ibrahim. After 120 years of his grandfather’s death,
he died. May he rest in peace.”

This passage helped to understand, that the
tomb was built on the grave of the imam’s son in
738-739 A.D.

The area of Imamzade complex was included in
the property of the Sheykhzamanovs - the
descendants of Nizami Ganjavi, the great Azerbaijani
poet and philosopher.

Through the centuries, people carried and
protected this sacred site. Large-scaled restoration
work was carried out inside of the Imamzade
mausoleum following the orders of Javad Khan
Ziyadoglu (1748-1804), the last khan of Ganja and
one of the symbols of Azerbaijani patriotism and
heroism. In 1878-79, per initiative of major-general
Israfil bay Yadigarzada, fundamental repair work
was carried out in the Imamzada complex.

At the beginning of the XX century, this place
of pilgrimage was restored again by a group of Ganja
intellectuals.

Conclusion and Recommendations

Azerbaijan is located on the border of Europe
and Asia and has good natural geographical
conditions — a mild climate, fertile lands, natural
underground and over ground resources. This land is
recognized to be one of the most ancient centers of
civilizations. Two million years ago there were
necessary conditions on these lands for the primitive
man's living, creation, evolution and progress.

Ganja is one of the most ancient cultural centers
of our country. This city has more than 4000 years
old and here there is one of the main and ancient
historical monuments of Muslim East civilization —
Imamzada tomb. This important monument is
situated 7 kilometres from the city of Ganja, on the
right shore of Ganjachai river. Imamzada is
recognized as one of the basic symbols of city.

Imamzada of Ganja was built in year 739, after
the death of Ibrahim, son of the fifth Muslim imam
Muhammed Bagir. At this monument were found
some important historical sources — epitaphes.
Imamzada tomb was completely built in the end of
X1V century — the beginning of XV century.
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