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To the Editor,

   Sir, the contamination of Cryptosporidium species in 
water is an important concern. There are many reports in 
this issue. For the coastal area, the contamination might 
mean the risk for disease transmission via sea food. In 
Thailand, the problem of contamination in sea food has 
just been raised by Srisupanant et al[1]. There are some 
following researches on this topic. The identification of 
Cryptosporidium has been reported in water samples 
from some coastal areas[2-7]. However, there is only one 
report on the sea water sample (from a province next to 
Bangkok, capital of Thailand[3]. Here, the authors report 
on the prevalence of Cryptosporidium species collected 
from Petchaburi province, a costal province about 120 
km from Bangkok. The standard collection and parasite 
determination technique was used[8]. Overall 100 sea water 
samples were sporadically collected from different sites in 
the focused area. Of interest, based on the present report, 
the null prevalence of parasite can be derived. This is 
concordant with the local report that there is no problem of 
cryptosporidiosis in the studied area.  

Conflict of interest statement

   We declare that we have no conflict of interest.

References

[1]    Srisuphanunt M, Wiwanitkit V, Saksirisampant W, Karanis P. 

Detection of Cryptosporidium oocysts in green mussels (Perna 
viridis) from shell-fish markets of Thailand. Parasite 2009; 16(3): 
235-239. 

[2]    Srisuphanunt M, Karanis P, Charoenca N, Boonkhao N, Ongerth 
JE. Cryptosporidium and Giardia detection in environmental 
waters of southwest coastal areas of Thailand. Parasitol Res 2010; 
106(6): 1299-306

[3]    Koompapong K, Sukthana Y. Seasonal variation and potential 
sources of Cryptosporidium contamination in surface waters of 
Chao Phraya River and Bang Pu Nature Reserve pier, Thailand. 
Southeast Asian J Trop Med Public Health 2012; 43(4): 832-40.

[4]    Lee MY, Cho EJ, Lee JH, Han SH, Park YS. A Survey of 
Cryptosporidium oocysts in water supplies during a 10-year period 
(2000-2009) in Seoul. Korean J Parasitol 2010; 48(3): 219-224.

[5]    Feng YY, Ong SL, Hu JY, Song LF, Tan XL, Ng WJ. Effect of 
particles on the recovery of Cryptosporidium oocysts from source 
water samples of various turbidities. Appl Environ Microbiol 
2003; 69: 1898-1903.

[6]    LeChevallier MW, Di Giovanni GD, Clancy JL, Bukhari Z, 
Bukhari S, Rosen JS, Sobrinho J, Frey MM. Comparison of method 
1623 and cell culture-PCR for detection of Cryptosporidium spp. 
in source waters. Appl Environ Microbiol 2003; 69: 971-979.

[7]  � �Chappell CL, Okhuysen PC, Langer-Curry RC, Akiyoshi DE, 
Widmer G, Tzipori S. Cryptosporidium meleagridis: Infectivity in 
healthy adult volunteers. Am J Trop Med Hyg 2011; 85(2): 238-242. 

[8]    Koompapong K, Sutthikornchai C, Sukthana Y. Cryptosporidium 
oocyst detection in water samples: Floatation technique 
enhanced with immunofluorescence is as effective as 
immunomagnetic separation method. Korean J Parasitol 2009; 
47(4): 353-357.

Document heading                         doi:10.12980/JCLM.1.20132013J3                         襃 2013 by the Journal of Coastal Life Medicine. All rights reserved.

Cryptosporidium oocyst in sea water samples in Thailand: A small survey
Beuy Joob1, Viroj Wiwanitkit2
1Sanitation 1 Medical Academic Center, Bangkok Thailand 
2Visiting Professor, Faculty of Medicine, Hainan University, China; visiting professor, Faculty of Medicine, University of Nis, Serbia; adjunct professor, 
Joseph Ayobabalola University, Nigeria

Journal of Coastal Life Medicine 2013; 1(4): 326

Journal of Coastal Life Medicine

    *Corresponding author: Beuy Joob, Sanitation 1 Medical Academic Center, Bangkok 
Thailand.
      E-mail: beuyjoob@hotmail.com

Article history:
Received 29 Aug 2013
Received in revised form 3 Sep, 2nd revised form 10 Sep, 3rd revised form 13 Sep 2013
Accepted 28 Oct 2013 
Available online 28 Nov 2013

journal homepage: www.jclmm.com


