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. Blynova 

THE ROLE OF SOCIAL STEREOTYPES IN THE FORMATION 

OF PERSON’S MINDSET ORIENTATIONS 

The article is devoted to defining the role of social stereotypes in the formation 

of person’s world view. It presents the analysis of national and foreign sources 

concerning the problem of social stereotypization, reasons of social stereotypes’ 

emerging, their functions and display mechanisms, the influence of media on the 

formation of person’s mindset orientations, his or her world view. 

It is defined, that the world view is formed on the base of integration of 

subject’s notions about the world though generalization of his individual socio-

cultural experience. 

It is demonstrated, that the translation of certain socially significant idea can 

be possible only in form of stereotypes, that’s why most social stereotypes are not 

spontaneously created in person’s consciousness, they are either transferred by 

society in the preformed view, or are formed as a result of direct influence. Social 

stereotype doesn’t “copy” objective reality, it rather creates its own one: stereotype 

sets frames for reality interpreting, within which we see all our fundamentals.  

The role of categorization on stereotypes’ emerging is defined. It is 

demonstrated, that categorization is the result of knowledge and combining items in 

groups following their meaningful qualities, connections and relations with other 

items. The criterion of adequateness here can be only the objective knowledge. In 

the basis of formation of stereotype creation mechanism lays the casual 

categorization, accomplished in the conditions of objective knowledge deficit. 

Moreover, the cognitive mechanisms of social stereotypes emergence is the 

generalization and the search of cause-and-effect relationships between events and 

phenomena. These processes are realized with an active participation of emotional 

component influencing the choice and fixation of meaningful characteristics of 

events and phenomena, concerning which stereotypes are created.  

Key words: social stereotype, stereotypization, mindset orientations, world 

view, social knowledge, categorization. 

   08.06.2015 . 

 


