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G. Ball 

THE RATIO-HUMANISTIC APPROACH TO DETERMINING THE 

FOUNDATIONS OF AXIOLOGICALLY ORIENTED SOCIAL BEHAVIOR 

The author formulates an universal moral rule which corresponds to the ratio-

humanistic approach. The components of that rule are: (a) the presumption of evil 

avoiding; (b) if ‘a’ is in view – the demand of good maximization. A requirement is 

put also that every person, to the extent possible, should use his/her specific 

individual capabilities to prevent evil and increase good in the world. Types of 

person’s sets determining the choice of patterns of social behavior are considered, 

namely sets: (a) on rational analysis of the situation from the point of view of 

realizing person’s priority values; (b) on implementing a behavior pattern that is 

intuitively assessed by a person as referred to that values; (c) on implementing a 

behavior pattern that is most often preferred in such situations by members of a 

reference social group. It is argued that successful implementation of person’s 

priority values in his/her social behavior is more likely in the case of such 

harmonious combination of the three types of sets which is adjusted to 

characteristics of the situation. The types of norms that govern social behavior are 

also noted, namely: (a) norms of law; (b) norms of social morality; b) norms of 

personal morality. It is emphasized that the focus should be not on the choice 

between different types of norms, but on their agreement. The desirability is 

indicated to combine, in regulating social behavior, norms-standards, norms-ideals 

and norms of individual progress. Value conflicts that must be solved by a person 

are discussed. The avoiding, by the ratio-humanistic approach, of moral 

maximalism and of moral nihilism is substantiated. 

Key words: ratio-humanistic approach, universal moral rule, person’s sets 

which determine the choice of patterns of social behavior, types of norms that 

govern social behavior, value conflicts, moral maximalism, moral nihilism. 
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