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Abstract 
The article is devoted to the formation of the historical school for the study of the region of the 

city-resort of Sochi. Regional history is an integral part of the formation of the historical area of the 
country, dictates the internal processes of registration of statehood, imposes the specifics of the 
internal and external policy of the state. Sochi as an object of scientific study is the result of the 
efforts of the last two decades scientists Sochi State University, which raised the question of the 
transition from the level of regional studies, local journalistic literature to the theoretical approaches 
of historical analysis using the apparatus of the scientific method. The city of Sochi – the capital of 
Winter Olympic Games of 2014, leading to interest from foreign historical schools, researchers. 
This provides a historiographical analysis of the history of Sochi and makes for international studies 
focus on the role of regional historians, in light of the historical processes which took place on the 
Northern Black sea region in different periods of historical time. 

Keywords: city-resort Sochi; historiography; Black sea coast; regional history; scientific 
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Introduction 
Traditionally, the region in the works of various scientific orientations is considered in the 

Federal status of the resort of the Russian Federation in the framework of the administrative-
territorial district of Krasnodar region. The researchers focused their attention on rare for the 
country of natural beauty and subtropical climate, close to the French Riviera. However, systematic 
study of all aspects of the formation and development of the region is still there, which suggests the 
need to consider in this article the complex of research works: dissertations, articles, essays and 
archival data. In 2011 scientists V.E. Schetnev made the first step in the analysis of scientific 
research practices of the previous decade on the basis of Sochi State University, [1] the author 
stressed the need not only to continue the work, but also to bring it to the level of nationwide 
significance. Later T.P. Khlynina addressed to the subject of the historiography of the Big Sochi. [2] 

 
Materials and methods 
The teaching of area studies in educational institutions of different levels opened up a new 

opportunity for the practical application of scientific research by historians and researchers. Titanic 
work of ethnographers, use of the personal archives with collections of priceless materials, 
photographs, interviews of the oldest residents of the city, their work in the archive services of the 
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cities Sochi, Novorossiysk, Krasnodar, St. Petersburg and Moscow have opened new horizons in the 
study of the history of the city. The work of Museum employees, their relationship with local 
historians have allowed historians-researchers [3] to explore the region on the background of 
large-scale historical processes, inverted the fate of the country as a whole. 

The principles of historicism and objectivity required from the author to produce the 
systematization carried out the dissertation defense, released monographs about the history of the 
city, to assess their quality from the scientific-theoretical and practical standpoints. 

 
Discussion 
Scientific and historical discourse of historians and regionalists allows us to highlight certain 

milestones in the history of the Sochi resort region: ancient, as evidenced by numerous artifacts, 
remnants of the material culture of the ancient tribes, Byzantine, Genoese and Ottoman heritage 
succeeded each other. The modern history of the city begins from the time of the Caucasian war 
and the Russian-Turkish war conflicts affecting the region and the local tribes when in April 23, 
(new style) 1838 landed a detachment of Russian troops, marked the beginning of the first Russian 
settlement. The events of the Caucasian war cause disputes among experts, in connection with the 
fate of the local tribes, the conduct of military operations, the deaths of civilians and military on 
both sides. [4-7] 

The history of the resort is maintained with important dates: June 14, 1909 – the opening of 
the first resort of the institution – "the Caucasian Riviera", but the status of the town Sochi has 
received in July 31, 1917. Therefore there are the following lines in urban development: 

1) 1838 – 1917 – from Fort to urban settlement; 
2) 1917 – the beginning of the 1930s – the formation of the Soviet power in the region and the 

creation of the first Soviet resort establishments; 
3) 1933 – early 1940s – the first master plan for the reconstruction of Sochi-Matsesta;  
4) 1941 – 1945s – Sochi – city-hospital;  
5) 1946 – 1961s – the formation of material and technical base of the resort; 
6) 1961 – 1970s – development of Sochi as "all-Union health resort"; 
7) 1980 – 1991s – resort city in terms of adjustment policies and the existence of socio-

economic crisis; 
8) 1991 – 2000s – a systemic crisis of resort infrastructure in the conditions of refusal of the 

state policy of paternalism; 
9) 2007 – 2014th – the project for construction of Olympic infrastructure, the rebirth of the 

city during the Olympic Winter games 2014, Paralympic games and post-games legacy. 
 
Results 
Education of Sochi State University and the opening of the Department of Russian history 

made possible for local historians and researchers to make scientific discussion on a number of 
dissertation researches in various historical stages of formation and development of the resort city 
Sochi. The chronological approach requires first to put forward the work of the chief of archival 
services of the city of Sochi I.A. Tveritinov about the peculiarities of socio-economic development 
of the Sochi district in the second half of the XIX – XX centuries. [8-10] That is followed by the 
lighting of K.V. Taran the socio-political movement in the Black sea province during the First 
Russian revolution 1905-1907. [11-21] But the greatest contribution was made by A.A. Cherkasov, 
who first studied on the theoretical level, the peasant movement on the sea during the revolution 
and Civil war, while studying various issues in ancient, medieval and modern history of the region. 
[22-55] Scientific study of T.A. Samsonenko about the history of Sochi-Matsesta all-Union resort 
became the basis for investigations of the role of the Soviet state in the resort construction. [56-60] 
In addition to urban construction, which is given to the authors of many works, O.V. Bershadskaya 
focused on the Black sea village in the conditions of the NEP, having considered the socio-
economic conditions. [61-66] Historian O.V. Natolochnaya paid close attention to the period 1945-
1953s, when the city of Sochi and Sochi residents after World War II restored the sanatorium base, 
striving for socio-economic and cultural development of the resort. [67-76] 1960–1980-ies have 
been studied by historians from different positions of social, economic, cultural, educational. [77-
81] Particularly acute controversy among historians and local historians called the period of 
perestroika and the collapse of the USSR, which caused this crisis in the resort region. [83-96] New 
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page in the history of the city is 1990–2010s, when Russia gained sovereignty after the collapse of 
the USSR. The resort became the city's border with the Republic of Georgia and went through a 
period of severe socio-economic crisis, as the whole country, which confirms the position of 
regional history is an integral part of the history of the country. In 2007, the city-resort of Sochi, 
became the Olympic capital of 2014 and showed the transformation of the region, simultaneously 
arousing interest in its history, [97-102] showed the need to explore regional history and to 
continue working on a monograph about the history of the resort city. [103] 

 
Conclusion 
Held historiographical analysis suggests the author as a need to produce a monographic 

study, which should cover the history of the resort city from antiquity to the present. This will 
extends the work of local lore, Museum and teaching, will give the opportunity to see new 
directions in the scientific study of the region. 
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