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Ramapada Chowdhuri is a great novelist of Bengal in the post-Independence era; and many
of his works deserve being classified as ‘modern classicS’. From his first novel ‘Pratham
Prahar’ (1954) to his ‘Pashchadpat’ (2005) he made fifty successful experiments and also
wrote many short stories. Ramapada’s novels usually cover different dimensions of
contemporary urban middle class life. In ‘Bonpalashir Padabali’ (1962), which owned him
‘The Rabindranath Tagore Memorial International Prize’, Ramapada Chowdhuri has shown
a sharp contrast between the life of rural and urban middle classes of Bengal. The novel
deals with the plight of Girijaprasad on his return to the birthplace after serving many years
in an urban area. Though a native, he could not adjust with the changing life of the village in
the post-independent era. In fact, it is defeat and not success which is the crux of Ramapada’s
narration. In this paper a discussion is maid on the tragedy of Girijaprasad, emanating from
the corruptions of erstwhile idyllic rural life in times of rapid urbanization, mechanization
and materialization.
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