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Abstract 
This survey article examines the historiography of the history of Greater Sochi from antiquity 

to the time of its becoming the capital of the 2014 Olympics. The author provides a periodization 
and has summarized literary sources. In addition, the article characterizes the area‘s evolution into 
the Olympic Games host city.   
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Introduction 
Historiographical interest in the history of the making and development of the Olympic 

Games host city Sochi is associated with at least two quite obvious circumstances. On the one hand, 
it is due to the spirit of Olympism declared by the IOC, a component part whereof is popularizing 
the historical-cultural legacy of the territory wherein the Olympic Games are going to be held. 
On the other, it is the long-felt need for it to be conceptualized by national research practice, which 
over the last ten-fifteen years has had more than one ―theoretical-methodological turnaround‖. 

 
Materials and methods 
In writing this article, the author relied on books and magazine publications dedicated to the 

historical-cultural legacy of the Olympic Games-2014 capital Sochi.  
 
Discussion 
Attempts at systematizing Sochi‘s historiography have been made by various authors and for 

various purposes. In the majority of cases, this has been done in preparing thesis and monograph 
studies. Note that the first generalizing historiographical work on the subject was an article by 
B.Ye. Shchetnev, wherein he examined the city‘s history from the time the first Russian fortification 
was founded to the time it gained the status of the capital of the Winter Olympic Games [1]. In this 
article, the author makes an attempt to examine publications that characterize the history of the 
development of Greater Sochi over the period from antiquity to the present. 

It is most logical to examine the history of the issue under study in chronological order, with 
the following periods standing out for us to consider: 

1. Sochi in antiquity (from the Dolmen civilization through to 1836); 
2. Ante-revolutionary history (1837-1917); 
3. The period of the revolution, the Civil War (1917-1922), and the peace-time stage (1922-

1941); 
4. The Great Patriotic War (1941-1945); 
5. The post-war Soviet period (1945-1991); 
6. The present-day Russian period (1991-2014). 
 
Results 
Sochi in antiquity (from the Dolmen civilization through to 1836). Characterizing 

this period, we must note that it includes the Dolmen civilization of 2400-1700 B.C., the Ancient 
period, and the Middle Ages period. This might be one of the most poorly researched periods of 
Sochi‘s history. The Dolmen civilization has been mentioned in the works of V.L. Ksenofontov, 
N.V. Didenko, B.A. Tarchevsky, and A.A. Guseva [2]; the classification of Black Sea dolmens has 
been looked into by A.A. Pergat and A.A. Cherkasov [3]. Descriptions of atsanguars on Mount 
Aibga (Krasnaya Polyana) have been provided in the work of V.L. Ksenofontov and N.V. Didenko 
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[4]. A description of primitive dwelling sites in the territory of Greater Sochi has been attempted by 
A.M. Mamadaliyev [5-6]. Medieval defense architecture has been examined by O.V. Natolochnaya, 
N.V. Didenko, A.S. Solod‘ko, and V.L. Ksenofontov [7-9]. Temple architecture has been addressed 
in the works of I.A. Ermachkov and A.M. Zaitsev [10]. 

Ante-revolutionary history (1837-1917). During this period, in the territory of Greater 
Sochi there occurred major social processes and upheavals, among which of defining significance 
was the making of the Russian military presence, the Caucasian War, the Russian colonization 
waves, and Sochi‘s development as a resort. 

The Caucasian War. The Caucasian War in the region began in 1837-1840, when there 
were set up here four Russian Black Sea coastline outposts, namely the Holy Spirit (Adler), 
Alexandria, Golovinsky, and Lazarev fortifications. In the modern Russian period, this topic has 
been researched within the context of the history of Sochi, Black Sea area studies, and the 
Caucasian War by A. Shchadrin and P. Golubev [11]. 

Later on, starting in 2005, the subject of the making of the Russian military presence became 
a major item of study for scientists at Sochi State University for Tourism and Resort Business. 
Thus, in 2005 there was published a monograph by A.A. Cherkasov entitled ―Essays on the History 
of the First Russian Fortification on the River Socha-Psta (1838-1854)‖ [12], and already in 2006 
under the editorship of Professor V.Ye. Shchetnev there was published the first volume of the 
collective monograph ―Essays on the History of Greater Sochi‖. The volume covered the period 
from 1838 to 1922  [13]. 

After that, there were published some more magazine articles on the issue: ―Sochi in Wars: 
A Historical-Statistical Investigation‖ [14] by A.A. Cherkasov, ―A Glance into an Epoch: Admiral 
Lazarev‘s Landing Operations‖ [15] by V.B. Karatayev and A.A. Cherkasov, ―To the 170th 
Anniversary of the Resort-City of Sochi: A History of the Issue‖ [16] by A.A. Cherkasov, ―Fort 
Golovinsky: From a Landing Operation to Creation of a Fortification (1839)‖ [17] by V.B. Karatayev 
and A.A. Cherkasov, and others [18]. 

In 2009, there came out the materials of a study by V.B. Karatayev and A.A. Cherkasov 
entitled ―The Making of the Russian Military Presence at the Black Sea over 1837-1840 (through 
the Example of the Territory of Greater Sochi)‖ [19]. This work for the first time illustrated in a 
systemic fashion the process of creation of Russian fortresses and examines combatants‘ life in the 
tough conditions of the Caucasian War around the Black Sea area. 

Of significance to the study of Sochi‘s history is the history of the Ubykh people, who 
inhabited the territory of Greater Sochi‘s present-day Central District. The history of Black Sea 
mountaineers, the Ubykhs in particular, has been explored by A.A. Cherkasov, M. Shmigel, 
V.G. Ryabtsev, V.S. Molchanova, L.G. Polyakova, and others [20-26]. 

The colonization of the territory of Sochi Okrug within the Black Sea 
Governorate and the development of the faubourg of Sochi. 2000 saw the release of one 
of the first books on the history of Sochi Okrug and the faubourg of Sochi – it was a monograph by 
I.A. Tveritinov entitled ―The Social-Economic Development of Sochi Okrug in the Late 19th-Early 
20th Centuries‖ [27].  

After the release of the monograph by I.A. Tveritinov, there came out a host of magazine 
publications based on the ante-revolutionary periodical press. Among these works, we can point up 
the article ―The Resort of Sochi during the Ante-Revolutionary Period: The Social Features of Local 
History‖ [28] by Ye.E. Rozhko and A.A. Cherkasov, the article ―The Black Sea Governorate in the 
Early 20th Century: Revisiting the Activity of Internal Affairs Bodies‖ [29] by A.M. Zaitsev and 
A.M. Mamadaliyev, ―The Resort of Sochi (1874-1917): Resort and Tourism Industry Facilities‖ [30] 
by I.A. Yermachkov and A.A. Cherkasov, ―The Economy and the Resort: Food Supply in Sochi 
(Ante-Revolutionary Experience)‖ [31] by A.A. Cherkasov, ―Historical Experience: Sochi‘s Financial 
and Taxation System in the Ante-Revolutionary Period‖ [32] by I.A. Tveritinov, ―Revisiting the 
History of Scientific and Charity Societies in the Faubourg of Sochi in the Early 20th Century‖ [33] 
by A.A. Cherkasov, ―The Activity of the Sochi Experiment Station: The Ante-Revolutionary Period 
[34] by N.Ye. Markelova and A.A. Cherkasov, ―The Center and the Outskirts: Cultural Life in the 
Faubourg of Sochi over 1894-1917 (Based on Materials from the Periodical Press‖ [35] by 
A.A. Cherkasov, ―The Center and the Outskirts: Sochi during the Period of the Russo-Japanese 
War‖ [36] by A.A. Cherkasov, ―Honorable Citizen of the Faubourg of Sochi Count Illarion Ivanovich 
Vorontsov-Dashkov‖ [37] by A.A. Cherkasov, ―The Center and the Outskirts: Providing the 
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Faubourg of Sochi with Essential Goods (1902-1917)‖ [38] by A.A. Cherkasov, ―Industry and the 
Workers‘ Issue during the Reign of Emperor Nicholas II (1894-1917) (through the Example of the 
Faubourg of Sochi‖ [39] by A.A. Cherkasov, and ―To the 100th Anniversary of the Sochi Periodical 
Press: Its Making‖ [40] by L.G. Polyakova and A.A. Cherkasov. The article ―The Private Healthcare 
Institution of Dowager Empress Maria Feodorovna for Ladies with Impaired Health‖ [41] by 
L.K. Merkulova and I.I. Kucherova looks into the creation and activity of the institute of noble 
ladies with impaired health in the territory of Sochi. 

Issues related to the colonization of Sochi Okrug have been examined in the works of 
O.V. Bershadskaya, I.A. Fedorova, and D.I. Saprykina [42-43]. Of no less significance to the 
colonization of the Black Sea coast was the organization of lines of communication, the roads being 
the major lines of communication at the time. Issues related to road construction have been 
explored by V.G. Ivantsov [44-46]. 

The subject of World War I warrants particular consideration. This subject has been explored 
in-depth by L.G. Polyakova and A.A. Cherkasov [47-53], who have examined the activity of charity 
societies in Sochi‘s territory and the behavior of minorities in the tough conditions of military 
confrontation and made consideration of the population‘s patriotism and the work of the Red 
Cross. 

The topic of resort construction in the ante-revolutionary faubourg of Sochi has been 
addressed by I.A. Tveritinov and T.V. Samarina, who have examined the organizational and legal 
aspects of this activity [54]. O.V. Kirichenko and A.A. Cherkasov have dedicated an article to the 
genesis of the transport system of the faubourg of Sochi [55-56]. 

2009 saw the release of the monograph ―The Center and the Outskirts: Sochi during the 
Reign of Emperor Nicholas II (1894-1917)‖ [57] by A.A. Cherkasov. Based on materials from the 
regional periodical press, the monograph examines all the major landmarks in Sochi‘s social 
history during the reign of the last Russian emperor Nicholas II. In addition, the authors devote 
much attention to both regional and all-Russian issues faced by society. 

The first Russian revolution in the territory of Greater Sochi has been explored in the works 
of K.V. Taran. In a considerable number of his works, the author has analyzed the reasons behind 
the participation of the rural residents of Sochi Okrug in the armed uprising in December 1905-
January 1906 [58], the separatism of Georgian social-democrats in the early 20th century in the 
territory of Sochi Okrug within the Black Sea Governorate [59], the history of the peasant uprising 
in the faubourg of Sochi (1905-1906) [60], the reasons behind the participation of Sochi Okrug‘s 
rural residents in the revolutionary movement in 1905 [61], as well as the role of the Russian 
province amid the genesis of multi-partisanship (October 17, 1905) (through the example of Sochi 
Okrug) [62] and the public-political movement in the Black Sea Governorate during the period of 
the First Russian Revolution [63]. 

Concluding the characterization of the period, we would like to draw your attention to the 
obvious mismatch between the degrees to which the period‘s different time stages have been 
studied. Thus, for instance, little attention has been given today to the subject of the Russian 
colonization of the Black Sea area, while there has been much interest in the city‘s history around 
the turn of the century (the late 19th-early 20th centuries). This must be due to the overall situation 
in the development of historical knowledge itself, which is gradually moving away from the banality 
of perceiving the past, and its mastering of a new corpus of historical sources that enable us to 
explore smaller quantities of the flow of the historical process in all their entirety and ambiguity. 

The revolutionary period, the Civil War (1917-1922), and the peace-time stage 
(1922-1941). Defining events of national history in the time period under examination were the 
civil confrontation and arranging peaceful life upon its conclusion (it included, in chronological 
order, the New Economic Policy, collectivization, famine, industrialization, and political repressions). 
This was a time of success and upheavals for Greater Sochi as well, where along with the All-Soviet 
rural catastrophe there were taking place Udarnaya Stroika (implementation of model construction 
projects) and the creation of the Soviet resort. 

The Civil War. The civil confrontation in the region‘s territory had its distinctive 
characteristics. In Sochi‘s territory, political opponents assumed power many times. In the Black Sea 
area, compared with the rest of Russia‘s regions, there were not only the so-called Whites and Reds – 
the Georgian Mensheviks and the Greens also made their contribution to the region‘s diversity. 
Professor V.Ye. Shchetnev notes: ―If during the Soviet period scholars viewed the regional 



European Journal of Social and Human Sciences, 2014, Vol.(3), № 3 

128 

 

 

characteristics of the Civil War as the Bolsheviks‘ struggle against the Whites, in modern historiography 
there has occurred a complete shift and the topic of the peasant (Green Army) movement has gained 
traction‖ [64].  

The peasant movement in the region‘s territory during the Civil War in Russia has found 
reflection in monographs by A.A. Cherkasov [65]. In these works, the author has managed to bring to 
light and analyze the reasons behind peasant antagonism in relations between the Whites and Reds 
[66-69]. The author has also examined the activity of the only peasant polity during the Civil War – the 
Committee for the Liberation of the Black Sea Governorate [70-74] – and its armed forces – the 
Peasant Militia [75]. 

In 1920, after the Bolsheviks established their power in the territory of Kuban-Black Sea Oblast, 
which incorporated the city of Sochi as well, there began the Minor Civil War [76-80]. This time 
around, the Bolsheviks had to face the united White-Green opposition. Major hostilities had been 
taking place up until December, 1922. The Bolsheviks employed all measures to instill order: from 
propaganda action to the mass Red terror (including hostage-taking). It is hostage-taking that 
A.A. Cherkasov has dedicated his book ―Hostage-Taking as a Means of Acting on the White-Green 
Opposition in Kuban and the Black Sea area over 1921-1922‖ [81-82] to. In the book, Cherkasov 
provides a rationale for casualties among the opposition and the local population, which resulted as a 
consequence of using this instrument for pressure. Concurrently, S.R. Sirotyuk has examined the 
organization of the process of de-kulakization of wealthy peasants and serednyaks (medium welfare 
peasants) in the territory of Greater Sochi [83]. 

The peace-time stage. The introduction of the New Economic Policy (NEP) in the Black Sea 
area crowned the process of the region‘s shift to peaceful life. O.V. Bershadskaya has looked into 
various aspects of life activity within Sochi during the NEP years. Thus, for instance, the author has 
examined the demographic situation in Greater Sochi and the city‘s agricultural production [84-86]. 

Some of the aspects of activity within the system of national education have been addressed by 
L.K. Merkulova, Ye.S. Bugayeva, I.A. Yermachkov, and A.A. Cherkasov. Thus, for instance, in their 
article ―The Inner World of a Graduate of the Nine-Year Sochi First Soviet School in 1928: Bidding 
Farewell to School‖ the authors have looked into the inner world a schoolchild graduate [87-88]. Later 
on, this topic was examined in the materials of the study ―The Inner World of a Graduate of the First 
Soviet School in 1928 in the City of Sochi‖ [89]. An article by I.A. Ermachkov and A.A. Cherkasov has 
looked into the process of the making and development of physical training in the city of Sochi [90]. 

Model construction. As of 1934, the territory of the Sochi-Matsesta district was declared a 
model construction area. This was the time when the construction of multiple sanitaria and recreation-
and-retreat centers began. This topic has been explored in the articles of T.A. Samsonenko, which 
address the beginning and development of construction of the Stalin health spa in Sochi‘s territory in 
the 1930s [91-92]. 

The history of Sochi, including the Soviet period, has also been examined by I.N. Markaryan [93]. 
The construction of a sanitarium-and-resort complex in Sochi led to an improvement in resort services 
for vacationers. To administer control of this service sphere, the Resort Directorate was founded. The 
activity of the Resort Directorate has been explored by O.V. Natolochnaya [94]. Yu.B. Rumyantseva has 
dedicated a work of hers to the development of Sochi‘s transport system over 1920-1940 [95]. 

It should be noted that the period, starting in the early 21st century, saw a surge of interest in the 
study of Greater Sochi‘s social-economic history. Much attention was given to the study of the Civil 
War. However, there still remain narrative gaps when it comes to exploring the process of arranging 
peaceful life in the area. Thus, for instance, the period of political repressions in the territory of Sochi 
has not been getting any interest among professional historians and is yet to be researched. 

The Great Patriotic War (1941-1945). Modern historiography on the Great Patriotic War 
is diverse, which is associated with researchers‘ interest in sources not sought after before. 
Historiography on this subject can be divided into two major topics: Sochi as the hospital 
(including the operation of the rear) and warfare in the mountains.  Today, materials from federal 
archives (The Central Archive of the Ministry of Defense, the State Archive of the Russian 
Federation, etc.) are quite actively getting into scientific circulation, with due regard given to the 
reminiscences of veterans and people who worked in the rear, as well sources of personal origin, 
including letters and diaries. 

Arguably, one of the first works on the history of defense of Sochi was ―A Thunderstorm Over 
Grozny‖ [96] by B.D. Tskhomariya, a Sochi area studies expert and participant in the Great 
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Patriotic War. Based on materials of personal origin, the author attempts to dissect the complex 
process of the development of hostilities in the so-called forest Caucasus area. In addition, the work 
contains the memoirs of commander of the 20th mountain division Colonel Turchinsky. 

In 2008, the topic of defense of the city was addressed by A.A. Cherkasov in his monograph 
―Warfare in the Mountains: Pages from the History of Defense of Sochi (1942-1943)‖. As the 
primary source, the author engages documents from the Central Archive of the Ministry of Defense, 
namely 24-hour records of the activity of the 20th mountain division of the Red Workers' and 
Peasants' Army [97]. Besides, the author has also explored the Sochi rear (the Sochi hospital base, 
the guerilla movement, the mopping-up battalion, and local air defense [98-104].  

In exploring the regional characteristics of the Great Patriotic War, rapt attention has been 
given to the activity of the people‘s militia and the phenomenon of military mythization. These 
topics have been addressed by A.A. Mamadaliyev and I.Yu. Cherkasova [105-106]. Thus, for 
instance, I.Yu. Cherkasova has looked into some of the distinctive characteristics of the historic 
episodes of the Moscow battle and the battle for the Caucasus. 

L.G. Polyakova has dedicated a work of hers to the study of the period‘s periodical press, 
including that dealing with the Great Patriotic War. The author has managed to trace its evolution 
in the territory of Greater Sochi over the period of 1920-1985. L.G. Polyakova has identified the 
characteristics of the Sochi periodical press during the Great Patriotic War [107]. 

Of great interest to historians has been the topic of Sochi as a hospital city. Thus, for instance, 
in his work ―Revisiting Certain Aspects of the Operation of the Sochi Hospital Base (1941-1945): Its 
Periodization and Effectiveness‖ A.A. Cherkasov relates that during the toughest period of the 
battle for the Caucasus the city managed to take on up to 40% of the sanitary casualties of the 
entire Caucasian front [108]. It was this, in the author‘s view, that Sochi‘s and its citizens‘ feat of 
benevolence lies in. The topic of the history of the Sochi hospital base has been addressed by 
O.V. Natolochnaya [109-110], L.V. Radichko, V.I. Chyornyi [111], A.A. Cherkasov [112-113], 
N.A. Kulikov [114], S.I. Linets [115], and others. Nevertheless, today there still remain many pages 
about the activity of Sochi hospitals, among which is the issue of the ―manpower famine‖. It is 
known that professional human resources were mobilized to the front. As a result, hospitals were 
stricken with a manpower famine, which would last up until 1945.  

The post-war Soviet period (1945-1991).  
The restoration of the economy. Substantial work on the study of Sochi in the post-war 

period has been carried out by O.V. Natolochnaya. By engaging archive sources and sources of 
personal origin (interview materials) the author has managed to bring the subject to light in a 
number of publications. 

It is known that Sochi was not actively involved in hostilities and was not subjected to mass 
bombing by the German Luftwaffe. Nevertheless, the process of Sochi‘s shift to a peaceful footing 
in the post-war period was quite complicated. Thus, for instance, there were major issues in terms 
of the demographic situation [116]. Besides, we have to remember that shifting the city‘s hospital 
base to a peaceful footing [117-122] was a really tough task to accomplish. The city had no less 
trouble resolving pre-war issues relating to capital construction, e.g. construction of railroad and 
marine passenger terminals, as well as works related to shoring up the coastline around the city‘s 
littoral area [123]. O.V. Natolochnaya has also looked into the subject of ensuring public order in 
Sochi as a city with a restricted entry at the time [124-127]. 

The Khrushchev Thaw period. In 1953, N.S. Khrushchev was put in charge of the USSR 
and began major reforms. In just a 5-years‘ time, one could observe changes in the former 
―nomenklatura‖ resort, Sochi, as well. Thus, for instance, the city started to exhibit an informal 
attitude towards fashion. The process of the genesis of informal movements among Sochi youth has 
been examined in an article by Ye.S. Gargolina and A.A. Cherkasov. The authors look into the 
phenomenon and specific manifestations of style hunting in the late 1950s-early 1960s [128] 

1961 was marked with major administrative-territorial acquisitions for Sochi. The Adler and 
Lazarev districts were incorporated into the city. As a consequence, there emerged one of the 
world‘s longest cities – Greater Sochi, its length along the Black Sea being 109 km. Concurrently, 
they began to implement the Second General Plan for the development of the resort as an All-
Union health spa. This topic has been given substantial attention in modern historiography. The 
formation of the Greater Sochi sanitarium-and-resort complex has been explored in depth by 
A.M. Zaitsev [129-131]. 
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Much attention has also been given to the study of the city‘s social life. Studies have been 
conducted by N.A. Kulikov [132] and A.M. Zaitsev [133]. An attempt to trace the evolution of the 
local periodical press has been made in a work by L.G. Polyakova and A.A. Cherkasov [134]. 
The authors have discovered that during the Thaw period the periodical press changed 
considerably, which, for instance, was reflected in the way current local events were presented in 
newspapers. Later on, during the stagnation period under L.I. Brezhnev, there was an attempt to 
toughen the country‘s regime, but it was now impossible to change society in a major way. In 1985, 
the charge of the country was assumed by M.S. Gorbachev, who embarked on the path of 
democratic reform and kicked off the Perestroika period. 

The Perestroika period vividly demonstrated the waning years of the Soviet empire. 
Democratic winds and the introduction of market relations had a substantial impact on both the 
country and the city. It was the Perestroika period that Sochi saw a peak time for Soviet vacationers 
in. In 1988, the number of vacationers at the resort hit the highest level – 5.2 million people. 
The subject of life in Sochi during Perestroika has been given substantial attention by 
S.D. Bagdasaryan and I.A. Ermachkov, who have provided quite an in-depth account of the city‘s 
social-economic development in that period [135-143]. 

Researchers have not overlooked the subject of the resort‘s ecology either. At that time 
already, much attention was given to the issue of a lack of waste treatment facilities in the city. 
Needless to say, the issue of waste water was a major issue for virtually all districts of Greater 
Sochi. This topic has been addressed by I.A. Ermachkov and A.A. Cherkasov [144]. I.A. Ermachkov 
has conducted a separate study into the issue of emergencies in the territory of Greater Sochi, in 
which the author has examined natural disasters and ways of dealing with them [145]. 

The present-day Russian period (1991-2014). This period is one of the more poorly 
investigated. There are many reasons behind this. One of them is that the timeframe between its 
beginning and end is quite short. As a consequence, many documents have not made it into 
archives yet, which creates understandable difficulties for researchers. Nevertheless, the topic has 
been addressed by such researchers as I.A. Tveritinov [146-147] and V.G. Ivantsov [148]. 

After 1991, quite a strenuous effort had been made to create a new political culture of society 
in modern Russia. This subject has been examined through the example of the political culture of a 
Sochi resident in a work by S.V. Petrova [149]. 

2007 saw the occurrence of another significant landmark event in Sochi‘s history, which 
determined a new vector of the city‘s future development. The city was chosen to host the 22nd 
Winter Olympic Games and the 11th Paralympic Games-2014. The topic of the historical-cultural 
legacy of the area of Olympic facilities has been explored by A.V. Guseva, A.M. Mamadaliyev, 
O.V. Natolochnaya, and A.A. Cherkasov [150]. The authors have managed to bring to light the 
civilizational history of the territory of Greater Sochi from antiquity to the present. A result of this 
study is the creation of a portrait of the city‘s local (native) resident inclusive of the temporal space.  

 
Conclusion 
The examined period of the history of Greater Sochi has been investigated in modern 

historiography with varying degrees of intensity. The periods covered the best are the post-war 
period of Stalinism and the 1960-1991 timeframe, while there is a total lack of works dedicated to 
the study of the period of the city‘s history from 1953 to 1959. Besides, there is also a lack of 
research into the modern period of the city‘s development, which is quite a rich one. Summing up, 
we would like to note that the active study of the city‘s history is directly associated with the activity 
of the Sochi historical school, which had been forming for about 20 years within the Sochi branch 
of Herzen Russian State Pedagogical University and then continued its development at Sochi State 
University for Tourism and Resort Business.  
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