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Since time immemorial, right to education has beensidered as an absolute reality throughout tlieetse. Education is a
self-enlightening process and an important compopédife as well. It also gives us knowledge oftiworld around us. It
develops in as a perspective of looking at lifeilding opinion in ourselves and have points of viefaithings in life. People
debate over the subject of knowledge. Some saygatidn is a process of gaining information aboetghrrounding world while
knowledge is something very different. They arentigut then information cannot be converted intowdedge without the
catalyst called education. Education makes us dapdhbnterpreting things lightly. It is not jusbaut lessons in text books; it is
about the lessons of life.

Education is important as it teaches us the rigiialior and good manners which makes us culturdctimlized as well. It
teaches us how to live life. It is the hub of daltion and cultural activities. It functions asiastrument in the development of
our values and virtues. It cultivates us into matadividuals who can be capable of better planfdmduture and taking the right
decisions of life. Education gives us an insight iaur lives and teaches us to learn from expeeiehids also important for the
economic growth of a country because it fosteraqgiple of equality and socialism. It forms a sugmystem for individuals to
excel in life and hence we can say that educasidhd backbone of society.

Education is important because it equips us withhalt is needed to make our dreams come trugadh® doors to brilliant
career opportunities. It fetches better prospeotxareer and growth. Every employer today requhissher prospective
employees to be well educated. They must excdieir respective fields. So, education becomes igibiity requirement for
employment in any sector of the industry. We aweareled for exercising the expertise required ferfibld we venture. We arte
weigh in the competitive market on the basis oftighly educational skills and how well we can gpiblem in practice.

Education is essential as it paves the path leadinigsillusionment. It wipes out all the mythswarong beliefs from our mind.
It helps to create a clear-cut picture of everyghamound us and we no longer remain in confusiasuithe things we learn.
Education brings up questions and also helps usel@ays to find satisfactory answers to them. Btlan is about knowing that
everything has a science to it, it's about learrimgeason everything till every question meetsiitswer. Education can lead us
to enlightenment. It is education that builds iremvindividual the confidence to take decisions,fdoe life and to accept
successes and failures. It instills a sense okpatabut the knowledge for better prospects ofififeuture. Hence it has become
clear that for the progress of the nation andtieranrichment of the society in general, educasiorecessary and important.

In the ancient Indian literature, the importanceedfication has been well recorded. We know fromMladabharata that
education functions as an eye of the human beidacation defends a man as his mother and supasrtés wife. It helps
human beings in his prosperity. It gives honor agthre learned people. From the Vedic period toatieent of historical period
in the Indian sub-continent, education played alwvible in the development of mankind as well asiety. During the Vedic
period, a person’s first educator was his mothle Taitriya Upanishad advices to pay regards tartbther as Goddess (1.11)1.
We know from the Rig-Veda2 that there was a nunalbéemale scholars’ viz. Shardhha-Kamayani, Indraasigambhrini ghosha
etc. who composed a nhumber of scholarly sutra®(4483). The Vedic people’s next teacher was tlatirer. Maharishi Bhrigu
learnt Brahmavidya from his father Verdun (Chandotpanishad, 5/ during the 3/1-3).The aforesai¢rij@son has cleared the
fact that education was not a matter of right thesli¢ period but merely a social obligation for nherthe upper caste people
whether male or female. During the later Vedic geriimportance of education spread among the pedpiey began to take
educational guidance to scholar outside their hd8s¢path Brahman 14.5.5.20)3.Educational becanre ared more refined in
the society during the historical period in thistpef sub-continent. The mauryan period laid emghapon the various spheres of
education. The author of Arthashastra, Kautilyatwe axila University from Patliputra. It was dug the Gupta period, we find
a well-developed form of education. The Gupta adshiation was more vigilant upon the educationtafdren and youth as well.
A number of educational schools and universitiesewleunded through the royal patronage among wttiehworld famous
University of Nalanda4 (Bihar) was most famous.eain the growth of educational system was afliitsax with the foundation
of the Universities of Vikramshila5 (Bihar) and Sapuri (now in the Bangladesh). But with the adva#uslim rule in India,
the roots of Indian educational system were uprchoteducation in medieval India experienced a newspective. The
educational institutions such as Maktabs (primafyosls) and Madarsas (secondary schools) werefrioee state control. The
Muslim rulers never claim any authority over thesicational institutions nor interfered with theianagement. It is important
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to note that during the Muslim period, the age drh&sion to maktabs was fixed up. At the age of fgars, four months and
four days, Maktab ceremony or Bismillah was perfednto indicate the beginning of the children’s edion. This was

considered as an auspicious moment for startingaoiun. The famous Persian Islamic philosopher @agher Ibn Sina laid
emphasis for the first time during the medievaligbupon the importance of schools. He wrote tldtdcen can learn better if
they are taught in class instead of individualidwis from private tutors because the pupil can thenvalue of competition and
emulation through the group discussions and debatesphilosophy of Ibn Sina helped the Europedersun the establishment
of the number of schools and colleges which pabedpith of educational revolution and lead to thiesciousness for right to
education throughout the world.

Now it will be better to know the literacy rate limdia during the British rule. In the year 1881e fliteracy rate was approx.
3.2% which was increased to approx. 7.2% in the ¥881. Just before the Indian independence, thety rate was only about
12.2%. These datas indicate that during the Brititd in India, educational growth rate was vergipd he Indian people did not
understand the about the Right to Education. Buinduthe post- independence period in India, we @@ a faster growth in
education. The Directive Principles of State PolityArticle 45 laid down in Indian Constitution hasovided a universal and
compulsory education for all children in the ageugr of 6-14 years. The Indian Parliament has pase&6th Constitutional
Amendment in the year 2002 which inserted ArticleRin the Constitution to make elementary educaticcFundamental Right
for each and every children of 6-14 years. In oreprovide more funds for education, an Educatiess of 2% has been
imposed on all Direct and Indirect central taxestigh the Finance (NO. 2) Act, 2004. If we look opbe literacy growth from
1947 to 2011, it is almost satisfactory.
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Before going into discussion about fundamental hasuin the implementation of rules and regulaticegarding Right to
Education, it will be better to study literacy i@ our neighboring countries. The present datasdapto the year 2002. The
table below shows the Adult and Youth literacy sat€he Adult literacy rate is based on the 15 plear age, while Youth
literacy rate is for the 15-24 years age group.

Country Year Adult literacy rates Youth literacy rates
China 2009 95.9% 99.4%
SriLanka 2007 90.8% 98.0%
Burma 2007 89.9% 94.4%
Iran 2007 82.4% 95.0%

India 2011 74.04% 82.0% (12001)
Nepal 2007 56.5% 62.2%
Pakistan 2007 62.2 73.9%
Bangladesh 2007 53.5 74.0%

In spite of various steps taken by the Indian Gorent to promote education, its low literacy rates@ serious concern.
What are the reasons for this low literacy? Thsetfand foremost reason is the absence of educhtmlsmfrastructure like
improper facilities and inefficient teaching stafiffects low literacy rates in India. There is arshge of class rooms to
accommodate all the students in the year 2006-0ithé&r, there are no sanitation facilities in mofsthe schools. The study of
about 188 government run primary schools in cerana northern India revealed that 59% of the schbal no drinking water
facilities and 89% had no toilets. It is also arpartant point to note that the large populatiorilidérate females in India is
another solid reason for low literacy rates. Théiditerates female do not know the real valueediucation. There poverty added
much in this phenomenon. The budget allocationd®relopment of poor education system in India ig/Vew. It was never
above approx. 4.3% between the periods of 1951-206 complicates the literacy problem in IndidneTabove mentioned
reasons need to be removed. The Indian scholarakeShandra Sen7 took this matter seriously and ieaaly as in year 1870.
He delivered a lecture on education in India befnmeumber of scholars. This shows awareness tovatdsation among the
Indian elites. Just to remove these reasons fotitevacy rates in India, both the central as waslstate governments took various
steps to improve the educational system. A numbstates in India have executed successful progesrtmboost literacy rates.
Over time a set of factors have emerged as beiygt&esuccess, officials will to succeed, deliberateps to engage the
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community in advertising the program, educate fagdor infrastructure and teachers and provisiomidditional services which
are considered valuable by the community.

Now it will be better to look upon the state- wesducational system and percentage of literacy smiependence. Kerala8 is
the most literate state in India with almost 1008#r&cy, followed by Laksdweep at 92.28%, while &ilis the least literate state
in India having only 65% of the literate peoplex 8idian states account fot about 70% of all tiates in India: Uttar Pradesh,
Bihar, Madhya Pradesh, Rajasthan, Andhra Pradeshst Bengal. About less than half of all Indikknliterates (48.12%) are
in six Hindi- speaking states. Large variation$iteracy exist even between contiguous states.

The Government of Himachal Pradesh underwent ao8afg Revolution’ in the years between 1961-200his effort has
been called even more impressive than Kerala'sathmal achievement. Kerala has led the natioiténacy rate since the 19th
century and seen sustainable initiative for ovedy®ars. Whereas Himachal Pradesh’s literacy ratek961 were below the
national average in every age group. During thetlage decades that is since 1961-1991 periodaltetiteracy in the 15-19
years age group went from 11% to 86%. School attecel for both boys and girls in the 6-14 years ggeip stood at over
approx.97%, each when measured in the 1998-193fbkghars. This educational achievement of thily Isilate in India is very
remarkable.

The state of Bihar has a low literacy rate. But tie@sus report for the last decade (2002-2011s$pect of educational
development is surprising. Bihar has significaméised the literacy rate which has roused from 38%7% in 2001 to 63.8% in
2011. The Government of Bihar has launched seyeogrammes to boost literacy and its Departmerfdhflt Education even
won a UNESCO Award in 1981. To incentivize studeatattend, the Government announced a Rupee 4cpepl — day just to
increase the school attendance.9

The above mentioned datas clear the fact that edecationally backward state in India is tryingitheest to develop the
education and give proper right to education. Thiicke 26 of the Universal Declaration of Human Ry clearly advocates for
right to education to everyone. It mentions thatiédion should be free at least in the elementadyfandamental stages. This
Universal Declaration (1948) encourages Governroehtidia to pass the Right of children to free aothpulsory Education Act
1999 (RTE Act) unanimously in the year 2009. Thig Became effective on 1st April 2010. This Act sists of 7 chapters and
38 Sections. Under this Act, Section 3 specificaljys about free and compulsory education. Accgrdtinthe Act all the
children in the age group of 6-14 years will bevided 8 years of elementary education in an apptpiclassroom in the
vicinity of his neighbourhood and the cost of faating education to a child will be borne by thats. The National Commission
for Protection of Child Rights (NCPR) was createdbe the authority to monitor the proper implemgateof this historical
amendment in the Indian Constitution.

To conclude, it may be recorded that the rightdocation will not be in force without an individisliteracy. So we should
come forward in implementation of right to educat{®TE) Act with sincerity. The former United Nat® Special Repporteur on
right to education, Kataring Tomasevski assessatftr fulfillment of the right to education, it rsube available, assessable,
acceptable and adoptable which should be the piunhe of the government’s to throughout the worlds#y the availability of
the fund for free and compulsory education is afmprimportance because a proper infrastructuree aafl good sanitary
standards, provision of clear drinking water andl tvained teaching staff need it. Secondly, alldien should have equal assess
to school services regardless of gender, racegioali ethnicity or socio- economic status. Thereudth be no forms of
segregation or devisal of assess to any studasiteps must be within a reasonable distance fddi@n within the community.
Education must be affordable to all with text-bgo&spplies and uniforms provided to students aexiwa cost. Further the
acceptability of students to schools without argcdmination of caste and religion has been adeachy Kataring Tomasevski.
Methods of teaching should be objective and unbiastaterial available should reflect a wide arrdyameas and beliefs. Lastly
the adaptability factor has been emphasized in lwhidlexible educational programme according tortbeds of the society is
needed time to time. The success of right to edhrcatill be hundred percent if we implement the \&banention foremost
important clues. But still, it is a brutal truthathaws and bills do not make children go to schtakill be possible when each
and every parent understand the social respongitmlisend their children to school.
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