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Abstract

Alokeranjan Dasgupta (born on October 6, 1933) is a poet well-known for his thematic and
technical innovations, variety of subject-matter, vast knowledge, and an ever expanding
wide sweep of interest and inquisitiveness. Amidst his ever-transforming themes, however,
stands one constant: God. His faith in God has been steadily reflected in scores of poems.
But, being a poet surrounded by a modern barren Godless world, he tends to introspect on
and scrutinize his own faith in or relationship with God. Almost every new book of his
poetry exhibits the multiplicity of expression of that one WHOLE TRUTH, that constant but
outwardly protean existence pervading his essential universe. Readers usually discover in
his poetry an amazing coexistence of such divergent ideas as faith, atheism, agnosticism,
Marxism, etc. His poetical universe, thus, has been developed out of a very subtle and
sensitive matrix. The present paper tries to focus on how Alokeranjan weaves his poetical
garland out of these varying and varied elements steeped into the depths of his poetic
sensibility, and how he tries to balance and concretize them or blur them out of recognition
in his poetry.

Keywords: Faith in God, Existence, Multiplicity, Atheism, Coexistence of contraries,
Balance.
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The beauty of Hinduism is that the concept of God is tried to be understood,
experienced. There are Puranas that elaborately tell through the voice of the divines
the glory of God. These are one part. On the other hand the scriptures like
Upanishads analyze through questioning and reasoning the concept of God. These
two types go very much hand in hand. "
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Each body, each mind, each faculty of body or mind, each physical and mental act
belongs to a single, divine presence that is called ‘God’. That one presence lives in
each personality. It rules each personality from deep within, beneath all outward
names and forms and qualities.”
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The sea of Faith

Was once, too, at the full and round earth’s shore
Lay like the folds of a bright girdle furl’d.

But now I only hear

Its melancholy, long, withdrawing roar,
Retreating, to the breath

Of the night-wind, down the vast edges drear:
And naked shingles of the world. ™
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‘The Second Coming’
Turning and turning in the widening gyre
The falcon cannot hear the falconer;
Things fall apart; the centre cannot hold;
Mere anarchy loosed upon the world,
The blood-dimmed tide is loosed, and everywhere
The ceremony of innocence is drowned;
The best lack all conviction, while the worst
Are full of passionate intensity.
Surely some revelation is at hand,;
Surely the Second Coming is at hand.
The Second Coming! Hardly are those words out
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When a vast image out of Spiritus Mundi
Troubles my sight: a waste of desert sand,;

A shape with lion body and the head of a man,
A gaze blank and pitiless as the sun,

Is moving its slow thighs, while all about it
Wind shadows of the indignant desert birds.
The darkness drops again but now | know
Twenty centuries of stony sleep

Were vexed to nightmare by a rocking cradle,
And what rough beast, its hour come round at last,
Slouches towards Bethlehem to be born? *"
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T fcasa™ fercafecem,
He who is in you and outside you,
Who works through all hands,
Who walks on all feet,
Whose body are all ye,
Him worship, and break all other idols!
He who is at once the high and low,
The sinner and the saint,
Both God and worm,
Him worship — visible, knowable, real, omnipresent,
Break all other idols!
In whom is neither past life
Nor future birth nor death,
In whom we always have been
And always shall be one,
Him worship. Break all other idols!
Ye fools! Who neglect the living God,
And His infinite reflections with which the world is full.
While ye run after imaginary shadow,
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That lead alone to fights and quarrels,
Him worship, the only visible!
Break all other idols. "
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‘Quest for God’
O’er hill and dale and mountain range,
In temple, church, and mosque,
In Vedas, Bible, Al Koran
| had searched for Thee in vain. ...
A flash illuminated all my soul,
The heart of my heart opened wide.
O joy, O bliss, what do 1 find!
My love, my love you are here
And you are here, my love, my all! ...
The moon’s soft light, the stars so bright,
The glorious orb of day,
He shines in them; His beauty — might —
Reflected lights are they.
The majestic morn, the melting eve,
The boundless billowing sea,
In Nature’s beauty, songs of birds,
| see through them — it is He. ...
When holy friendship shakes the hand,
He stands between them too;
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He pours the nectar in mother’s kiss
And the baby’s sweet ‘mama’.

Thou wert my God with prophets old,
All creeds do come from Thee,

The Vedas, Bible and Koran bold

Sing Thee in harmony.

‘Thou art,” ‘Thou art’ the Soul of souls
In the rushing stream of life.

‘Om tat sat om.” Thou art my God,
My love, | am thine, | am thine. ™"
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My philosophy is fundamentally sad, but I’'m not a sad man, and I don’t believe I
sadden anyone else. In other words, the fact that I don’t put my philosophy into
practice save me from its evil spell, or, rather, my faith in the human race is stronger
than my intellectual analysis of it; there lies the fountain of youth in which my heart
is continually bathing.
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Last night as I slept,

I dreamt — marvelous error! —

that it was God I had

here inside my heart.
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