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Abstract
Bishnupur, which also lies in the Rarh region, is popularly known as the ‘Temple Town’. It is
historically and culturally significant. Bishnupur (Lat 23° 05' N Long 87° 19' E), is situated in the
district of Bankura of West Bengal. Numerous terracotta temples are situated in this place which
was also are of the most important centre of art in eastern India during 16™-17" century AD. The
terracotta temples of Bishnupur were built by the Malla Dynasty. The Malla rulers were the
followers of Lord Vishnu and build many legendary terracotta temples in the Rarh region. It is
remarkable that a small town like Bishnupur accommodates four architecturally magnificent and
significant terracotta temples. Particularly terracotta plagques fixed on temples comprise valuable
elements for reconstructing the mythological, historical and socio-cultural heritage. The themes of
the terracotta plaques are mainly based on the stories of Ramayana, Mahabharata and myths.
Incredible architectural and decorative skills can be traced through the terracotta temples of
Bishnupur. These are unique pieces of art and architecture. Architectural style and designing style
of the temples of this area reveal the profundity of the artisan. This heritage site has significant
values in the society as cultural heritage resources. Moreover, the temple architecture of Bishnupur
reveals a rich heritage of the Indian architecture.
Our interest is to find out significance and values of the terracotta temples of Bishnupur town from
the viewpoint of archaeology and folklore. The present paper will analyze the style, type, design and
motifs of these terracotta temples of Bishnupur.
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“From the point of style and structural formulation the temples of Bishnupur can
be classified into different groups known to be of deul, chala and ratna style.
Besides thase temples, one of the early structures at Bishunupur built by Bir

Hambir and known as the Rasa-mancha is a formation quite unique of its kind”. *
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